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The school has just welcomed the highest 
number of offers from senior schools that anyone 
can remember for at least a generation. The boys 
of Year 6 deserve to be commended given the 
difficulties associated with the lockdown, both 
from an educational and social perspective. The 
lives of young people, almost overnight, were 
turned upside down but with the support of 
caring, loving families the have come through 
with flying colours.

The educational landscape has been changed 
forever by the pandemic, and not before time, 
given schools and technological provision 
lagged behind workplace expectations. The 
switch to online lessons showed what could be 
achieved albeit under the most unpropitious of 
circumstances and it proved to be the most useful 
of lessons for teachers. The core Faculties have 
embedded digital learning into their schemes of 
work throughout the school: boys undertaking 
experiments in the lab now have their answers 
scrutinised in real-time as opposed to handing their 
books in one week and waiting to have them back 
the next. High-fliers are set more challenging tasks 
via One Note whilst those needing a little more of 
a helping hand are offered immediate support. 

English lessons now see pupils deconstructing 
prose and poetry within small groups before 
plenary discussion with others in the class. Similar 
exercises are commonplace in History where 
pupils have access to an array of sources hitherto 
impossible with old fashioned textbooks, and in 
French where written tasks and vocab learning 
are now seen as fun. And quite right too: learning 
is meant to be an enjoyable experience! Lessons 
that capture their interest and imagination 
naturally will lead to better outcomes. And the 
philosophy at St Anthony’s is that teachers must 
‘Teach Up’ and not be afraid to push all pupils 
to the edge of their comfort zones - for it is 
when they are challenged that progress is made. 

None of this is at the expense of the pastoral 
care of each child and, in fact, technological 
developments have actually meant more 
individual support for children when required.

I am pleased to announce that, starting from the 
summer term, robotics is going to be taught as 
part of the Years 7 and 8 Science curriculum and 
will be offered as a club to boys from Year 4 up. 
There will also be an option for advanced coding 
to complement the basic and intermediate levels 
on offer. HoFs have been tasked with looking at 
schemes of work in the Junior House to identify 
the appropriate means of introducing boys to 
digitial learning whilst maintaining a balance with 
traditional approaches to teaching reading, writing 
and arithmetic. This is often the focus of staff 
training where colleagues are encouraged to 
share their professional experience and 
judgments. 
I am particularly pleased that the staff body is 
beginning to share good practice and enter into 
constructive dialogue which is analogous to what 
is being asked of the pupils. Surely, what is good 
for the goose is good for the gander!

The Socratic model of teaching and learning that I 
have often espoused remains rooted 
in questioning, and the desire to know and 
understand will profit all of those associated with 
the St Anthony’s community.

Richard Berlie
Headmaster

Welcome
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Reception
The boys have been very busy this term and it 
has been a pleasure to see the progress they 
have made in all areas of learning.  

In Literacy, the boys have been using their ever-
increasing phonic knowledge to write simple 
sentences. They have all worked hard with their 
handwriting this term and it has been wonderful 
to see the progress they have made! 

In Maths, we have introduced several new 
concepts, such as counting in 2s and 10s,  
odd and even numbers, sharing equally, addition 
and subtraction using a number line, as well 
as lots of practical work on Length, Capacity, 
Weight and Time.

In Understanding of the World, our most recent 
topic has been ‘People Who Help Us’. The boys 
enjoyed a fantastic day at the Postal Museum 
and were also treated to visits from various 
parents who came in to talk about their jobs.  
We also learnt about the job of a refuse collector 
and the boys went on a ‘litter pick’ around 
Hampstead! 
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Our trips to Hampstead Heath are getting warmer 
and we are enjoying exploring this green space 
on our doorstep. In our most recent sunny 
adventure, the boys had a go at building dens, 
focusing on their team-building skills.

Science Week was a big hit with Reception. The 
boys took a trip to the Senior House and enjoyed 
a special workshop in the lab. They also observed 
the changes in the process of bread-making and 
got to make and eat their own rolls.

Becca and Milly

We have enjoyed different events such as a trip around the local area, noticing signs and place names. 
We then came back to school and made a ‘birds eye– view’ replica .We have learnt new skills in 
Football and explored China in Humanities as well as celebrating Chinese New Year. We have learnt 
about the Easter Story in detail in our Religious Education lessons.

Year 1
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In English this term we have read some fantastic stories to inspire us as readers and writers, such 
as: Where the Wild Things Are, Beegu, and Handa’s Hen. Drama and story mapping have helped 
us to explore lots of creative writing such as poetry, information books, instructional writing and 
innovated stories. 

Year 1 have enjoyed lots of practical Maths this term. We have built upon our knowledge of money. 
We have also practised our addition and subtraction using bigger numbers.  Furthermore, Year 1 have 
deepened our understanding of Place Value through lots of practical work and problem solving.

We have been working scientifically this term 
to observe and record changes over time. It has 
been great fun working together to conduct 
investigations and ‘Science Week’ was a 
particularly memorable highlight.
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We have been busy in Art and Design Technology. We have completed a range of things from 
making instruments and African masks. We also made Papier Mache globes and painted Still Life 
fruit. 

Sophie and Charlie



Maths

In Maths this term we excelled when dividing 
and multiplying. Using arrays and number lines 
to assist, we not only solved difficult worded 
problems but created our own. Alongside this, we 
learnt how to weigh using grams and kilograms – 
which was very beneficial when it came to baking 
our own delicious flapjacks.  

Science 

In Science this term we have discovered that 
materials do, in fact, matter! Not only have 
we learnt about a number of varying materials 
but also the vast array of properties that they 
hold. We have carried out a number of fun and 
intriguing experiments in order to do this. 

Jo and Steve

This term in Year 2 has been very busy!

From a host of experiments in Science, to numerous Maths challenges, this term has been just as 
exciting as it has been rewarding. Plastic and its many facets have featured across our curriculum, in 
all our core subjects. 

Literacy

The boys have been exposed to a range of high-quality texts in English this term and written some 
excellent fiction and non-fiction pieces. We started the term focusing on a book called ‘A Planet full 
of Plastic’, where boys wrote facts all about plastic and the effects plastic is having on our planet.

Year 2
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Year 3
Year 3 have had an extremely busy term. 

From singing in the Junior House Concert, performing many experiments in Science Week, exploring 
our favourite books during World Book Day, and making bread with our school chef, Guy, the boys 
have remained focused and worked hard to complete their second term of Year 3. 

In English, the boys have developed their 
inferring and predicting skills, whilst expanding 
their descriptive vocabulary through studying 
our two class texts this term, The Iron Man by 
Ted Hughes, and The Minpins by Roald Dahl. The 
boys enjoyed reading these books, and wrote 

imaginative versions of their own, including 
similes, alliteration, and onomatopoeia, learning 
from the author’s intentions for their text. The 
boys enjoyed World Book Day and dressing up as 
their favourite book characters!
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This term in Science, we began 
learning about Forces. We 
experimented by creating kites 
to demonstrate air resistance; 
built car ramps to test friction 
using cardboard and carpet; 
tested materials to see which 
metals were magnetic and how 
strong our magnets were. We 
have enjoyed these hands-on 
investigations. 

Maths has focused on 
Fractions, Multiplication and 
Time. The boys have worked 
hard on their times tables and 
now have a speedy recall of 
these. The boys have enjoyed 
developing their data handling 
skills, by building on their 
interpreting data knowledge 
through learning about 
pictograms and how to record 
these on their own bar charts. 
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Our highlight in Year 3 this term has been our trip to the Natural History Museum where we 
enriched our learning on our Rocks and Soils topic as well as learnt about exploding earthquakes and 
volcanoes. 

The boys also received a personalised Volcanology Diploma!



We also congratulate some Year 3’s who recently 
made their First Reconciliation. They have been 
preparing for this since the beginning of the year. 
The boys, who are preparing for their First Holy 
Communion in June, went to St Mary’s Church, 
Hampstead to make their First Reconciliation. 
We congratulate them on this very important 
step in their spiritual journey.
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We are very proud of how all the boys are 
responding to the requirements of Year 3. We 
wish all our families a relaxing Easter Holiday, 
ready to return to School for our Final Term of 
the academic year. 

Louise and Sophie



Hobbies in the 
Junior House
The Easter Term Clubs brought a great deal of after-school smiles as the boys 
unwound from a busy day of lessons… without even realising they were still learning!

The laughter could be heard 
down the hall from Board 
Games Club, as the boys rolled 
the dice and tested their luck 
with Junior Cluedo, Snakes and 
Ladders, Ludo and many more. 
In addition to the merriment, 
they learnt about strategy, 
patience and how to win 
and lose gracefully, building 
interpersonal relationships in 
the process.

A fun term was definitely had by all in Drama 
Club! The boys worked on physical expression 
through mime and movement and enjoyed 
different games to develop their improvisation 
skills. They created excellent scenes - all their 
own work - based on ‘George’s Marvellous 
Medicine’ and ‘The Three Little Pigs’.

This term’s Science Club has had many 
highlights from kite-making to looking at the 
force of gravity using cars and ramps to 
investigating balloon-powered vehicles. The 
boys grew sparkly crystals, made gooey slime 
(eew!) as well as planting their own choice of 
herbs to nurture over the holidays.
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The most popular building toy in the world 
– Lego – continues to be a firm St Anthony’s
favourite. Given the chance the boys would
spend hours adding to and perfecting their
creations!

In Art Club the boys focused on developing 
different skills such as sketching, painting using 
the pointillism style and collaging and were 
encouraged to take time and care over their 
work. They also used different materials such as 
clay and have created some lovely work.

Playground Games has been fantastic this term. 
The boys have had great fun throwing and 
catching within team ball games and have taken 
to football and hockey skills sessions. They have 
really enjoyed circuits to finish the group – 
especially the wall sits!

Another super term of the extremely popular 
Table Tennis Club as the boys improved their 
hand-eye skills, serving and rallying with 
different opponents from week to week.

HIIT class was a resounding success. The boys 
learnt how to use their own body weight to 
perform a variety of exercises that promote 
physical well-being. They were taught the 
correct form and are beginning to understand 
the importance of physical exercise.

The boys have sung heartily this term in Junior 
Choir, learning a variety of songs from different 
musical genres. Among several highlights were 
the call and response song From The Tiny Ant, 
Do-Ri-Mi from the Sound of Music as well as 
various numbers from Annie. Country Roads, it 
must be said, has been a particular favourite.

Liz
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The boys are enjoying the new approach to teaching 
English that we began in September and are offering some 
insightful views about their class text and are producing 
some great pieces of writing.  Teachers are encouraging 
the boys to edit their work and the boys are enjoying 
publishing their writing.  We have lots of budding authors!

Chris

English
Junior House and Senior House

This term has been another extremely busy 
one for the English Department. A big highlight 
was World Book Day where, true to form, 
many of our boys pulled out all of the stops to 
dress as their favourite character from a work 
of fiction. Corridors were a-buzz with Harry 
Potters, Boys ‘At the Back of the Class’, gangs of 
‘Gangster Grannies’ and many more. Our staff 
also marked the occasion with some memorable 
transformations, from Sophie Haines as Mary 
Poppins, Catherine as Cruella DeVille, Jonathan 
Dunne as The Mad Hatter and a number of 
staff dressing up as characters from Alice in 
Wonderland.  The day really did underscore 
the passion that many of our boys have for 
reading and celebrated the 
importance getting ‘stuck in’ to 
a good book. Well done to all!

One of the highlights of this 
Term in the English Department 
was the opportunity for boys 
in Year 6 to meet (albeit 
virtually from California)   Dr 
Marina Fernando. Marina 
played a key role in the Civil 
Rights Movement and was 
part of the audience for 
Martin Luther King’s ‘I have 
a Dream Speech’. This opportunity followed 
the boys’ study of the poems ‘Still I Rise’ by 
Maya Angelou, and ‘First They Said’, by Alice 
Walker. The opportunity to speak to Dr Marina 
really did bring their learning to life and as 
usual, pupils asked a number of mature and 
thoughtful questions which served to highlight 
their curiosity and passion for the subject.

Elsewhere in English in the Junior House we held 
our own book award where boys voted for their 

favourite story. The books were all from the Kate 
Greenaway Longlist, this an award that celebrates 
picture books. The boys voted for ‘The Invisible’ 
by Tom Percival.  On actual World book day 
boys were given a mystery to solve. They were 
given clues and had to guess which character the 
clues were about. RM did a great a job and were 
the first class to guess correctly. Thank you to 
those that sent in photos of their son reading in 
unusual places. We received some great photos 
and proves that St Anthony Boys love to read!
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Maths
“We can only see a short distance ahead, but we can see plenty there 
that needs to be done.” – Alan Turing

Building upon the boys’ learning from last term, we have certainly reaped the rewards of the hard 
work and preparation over the past couple of year with the news of the excellent offers for our Year 6 
this year; we are exceptionally proud of them.

This Term we have celebrated both Maths and Mathematicians; both in class and through our 
Enrichment programme on Teams. As ever, our classrooms are busy with the boys enhancing their 
knowledge and refining their mathematical skills.

We are on Twitter!

Having launched just last month, we are still 
working on developing the account. You can help 
support us by following us to hear about the 
learning happening in the Mathematics Faculty at 
St. Anthony’s @SAP_SH_Maths.

March was a month of celebrating Maths!

International Pi Day – 14th March

This year, the Mathematics March Enrichment 
was all about the discovery of Pi (π) and so to 
celebrate Pi day (also, coincidentally, Albert 
Einstein’s birthday!) the boys learnt how Pi 
represents the ratio between the circumference 
of a circle and its diameter. Since this is a ratio, it 
is applicable to all circles – no matter their size. 
What better way to enhance the celebrations of 
Pi than by enjoying pies for lunch too!

World Maths Day – 23rd March

The boys from Years 1 – 8 all took part in the largest online Maths competition on World Maths Day. 
Fifteen years ago, Mathletics launched World Maths Day to enhance pupil engagement in Maths from 
around the world. In their Maths lessons, the boys had the opportunity to engage in fun mathematical 
activities. We are very proud to learn that Rafael Peterson in Year 8 came 20th in the country – a 
huge well done to him and all the boys that participated.

MATHS CHALLENGE 

Mathematical Challenges 

Problem-solving is something we take great pride in cultivating within our mathematicians here at 
St. Anthony’s. We take the approach that problem-solving is about engaging with real problems; 
guessing, discovering, and making sense of mathematics. (Real problems don’t have to be ‘real world’ 
applications, they can be within mathematics itself. The main criterion is that they should be non-
routine and new to the student). 

As such, this can be a much more challenging interpretation of problem solving but has the potential 
to be much more effective in developing young mathematicians who have an “understanding of the 
world, the ability to reason mathematically, an appreciation of the beauty and power of mathematics 
and a sense of enjoyment and curiosity about the subject” (George Pólya). For Polya (1945), problem 
solving is:

• seeking solutions not just memorising procedures

• exploring patterns not just memorising formulas

• formulating conjectures, not just doing exercises
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Primary Challenge Bonus Round

Twelve exceptional boys from Years 5 & 6 were invited to participate in this prestigious round.

David (Year 6)

Jhun (Year 6)

Albie (Year 6)

Pranav (Year 5)

Atiksh (Year 5)

Neer (Year 6)

Aaron (Year 6)

Grayson (Year 6)

Krish (Year 6)

Edward (Year 6)

Ignacio (Year 6)

Robert (Year 6)

A huge congratulations to these boys!

On the morning of Wednesday 9th February, eight of the twelve boys came in early to take part in 
the challenge. Here is one of the more challenging questions on the paper:

We are so proud of the 2 Gold awards and the 5 Silver awards received. 

Next Term, we look forward to the Junior Maths Challenge in April. We are also taking part in the Quiz 
Club National Inter-School Mathematics Championship in May where 8 of our boys selected from 
Years 3 – 6 will represent the school in the first round of the Heats.

Intermediate Mathematical Challenge 2022

This was the first time for the boys to sit this challenge online, which proved to be popular. This was 
also the first time that our Year 6 boys sat this challenge that is aimed for pupils in Years 9 – 11. It was 
a difficult challenge, yet our boys achieved better results than last year.

The award winners for the Intermediate Mathematical Challenge 2022:

Twenty-one boys received awards: 2 Gold (one a Year 6 pupil!), 5 Silver and 14 Bronze.

Nada & the Maths Faculty
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Science
This has been a truly busy term in the Science Department from Reception to Year 
8. Our biggest highlight has been British Science Week 2022 that has taken place in
person for the first time in two years!

We were joined by Oliver from Little House 
of Science who led a fantastic presentation 
and assembly on ‘Life on Mars’. With the ever-

present challenge of climate change, this year’s 
theme of ‘Growth’ has been an apt one. Oliver’s 
demonstrations regarding the challenges and 
solutions to growing plants on Mars really 
opened up the Senior House boys’ minds to 
the endless possibilities for growing life in 
unexpected places. 

Life on Mars tied in ever so well with year 6 – 8’s 
work on the 2050 net zero goals laid out from 
Cop26. The boys attempted to design their own 
cities which met the net zero target. In doing 
so, they tackled some of the problems facing 
governments and societies in reaching carbon 
neutrality as well as coming up with novel 
solutions to these issues. 

This term in the Junior House, class teachers 
have been exploring a range of the Science 
curriculum with the boys. From ‘Plants’ to 
‘Everyday Materials’, the boys have had the 
opportunity to learn through engaging practical 
work alongside more traditional written work. 
For example, Year 3 have had started to explore 
Science through Art.  Junior House boys have 
had the opportunity to enjoy experiments in the 
Senior House laboratory. With sessions led by 
Professor Hannah-Leigh, the boys have created 
their own miniature volcanoes as well as learnt 
which household chemicals react together to 
simulate the eruption of a volcano. 

The boys are enjoying their Science work 
this term and have adapted well to the new 

curriculum that we adopted in September. Years 
6, 7, and 8 have become more adept at using 
their personal laptop devices (Surface Gos to 
take pictures of their experiments, edit work, 
respond to teacher feedback and take down class 
notes. We will soon be adding Robotics to our 
curriculum for Years 7 and 8 so our St Anthony’s 
scientists will soon be computer scientists!

Justin
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Humanities
This term, Year 6 have completed some excellent work in Humanities. 

After finishing the Black Death, we studied 
the reigns of Richard II and Henry IV before 
examining the reign of Henry V in further detail. 
We focused on Agincourt, bringing in key links 
to literacy and critically evaluated Henry V as a 
monarch, culminating in some excellent essays 
on this topic. Following this, we have also 
looked at the Transatlantic Slave Trade and Civil 
Rights. This became part of our Year 6 History 
specification, following feedback from the boys 
who wanted to look at other periods of History. 
They have discussed this topic maturely and 
intelligently, looking at the richness of African 
culture and important figures within the Civil 
Rights movement. Boys have also made excellent 
progress in Geography, covering the Weather 
and Climate module as part of the Common 
Entrance specification. We were particularly 
impressed by their group work on weather 
hazards. In RE, they have continued to make very 
pleasing progress, looking at the life of Jesus and 
the parables.

This has been a very busy term for Year 7, 
beginning with a school trip to the British 
Library in January, to visit the ‘Elizabeth and 
Mary’ exhibition and ‘Sacred Texts’. Boys asked 
searching and interesting questions, which has 
linked to our current focuses on biblical and 
religious literacy and our Summer Term module 
on Elizabeth I. In RE, we have continued to work 
through the ‘Making of the UK’ specification 
for Common Entrance, looking at the reigns of 
Edward VI and Mary I. Most recently, the boys 
were enthused by an enquiry-led set of lessons, 
which questioned whether Mary I deserved the 
title, ‘Bloody Mary’. They have also continued to 
work on source analysis skills. We have been so 
impressed by their RE enrichment projects, which 
they have worked on throughout this term and 

will be presenting early next term. In Geography, 
there has also been solid preparation for the 
Juniper Hall fieldtrip on 22 April, covering the 
Rivers & Coasts module. 

In Year 8, we have seen a great deal of focus 
from pupils who have completed the Common 
Entrance specifications and are now working 
hard on revision. In Geography, coursework was 
completed to a high standard and the boys have 
enjoyed the last Common Entrance module, 

looking at Transport & Industry. In History, we 
have been revising essay and source skills, in 
preparation for the exams in the summer and 
they have also been working well in RE, tackling 
thought-provoking questions on religion. 

Well done on an excellent term and we look 
forward to seeing you in April.

Natasha and Inder
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Languages
A huge congratulations to Francisco Parente and Carl Thierbach Gati for being 
awarded French Scholarships to Mill Hill for 2022-23. Their successes come from so 
much hard work and years of dedication to language learning.

Le Français

Joyeuses Pâques à tous !

Year 4 have been continuing apace with their 
work on learning the Fantastic Four verbs 
(avoir; être; aller; faire). Octavia has been very 
impressed by their recall of the important songs 
for remembering how to conjugate these irregular 
verbs. Next term (and indeed over the next years) 
they will need to know these verbs off-by-heart 
so do continue to sing along with them at home.

Year 5 boys have been delving deeper into 
describing themselves and their families. The 
boys have produced some fantastic written 
presentations (see the following page) to show 
how they have mastered the verbs avoir (to have) 
and être (to be) in order to describe their families.

Year 6 have been learning all about les passe-
temps (hobbies) this term and have covered les 
instruments de musique (musical instruments), 
les sports (sports), la lecture (reading) and 
les émissions de television (TV programmes). 
They finished the term with some wonderful 

descriptions of their favourite hobbies, showing 
off their newfound skills for extending their 
sentences.

Year 7 have completed their CE topic of la vie 
scolaire (school life) and have prepared their 
answers in their Speaking Sat-Nav documents on 
this theme. They have worked creatively to make 
prospectuses about life at St Anthony’s in French 
and have written their own school rules for their 
école de rêves (dream school).

Year 8 have further developed their CE 
techniques, but this term have focussed on 
speaking about their quartiers (neighbourhoods). 
The highlights of their work being their debates 
over la vie en ville ou à la campagne (life in 
the city or in the countryside) as well as some 
fantastically creative adverts for les magasins (the 
shops) in their local areas.

Word of the week winners:

This term the word of the week competition 
s’intensifiat (has heated up) with many more 
winners from Year 4 to join the senior boys in 
Year 7 and Year 8. A special mention goes to Tom 
Liu, who has won a record breaking trois fois! 
Next term we would love to see the boys of 
Year 5 and Year 6 enter the fray too!

Matt

Tom  7I – roi 
Sunny  7I – sauter 
Ned 4N – casser 
Francisco 8M – imperméable 
Tom  7I – lourd 
Rodrigo 4N – partager 
Rafael 8M – partager 
Haoyu  4C – goûter 
Francesco  8M – actuellement 
Tom  7I – soudain 
Jake  4N – égoïste 
Francesco 8M – Pâques
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Le travail memorable (Outstanding work)

This term the Year 5s worked sans arrêt (ceaselessly) to describe themselves and their families. This 
culminated in some fantastic creative work using their impressive ICT skills. Here you can see the 
digital presentations that the boys delivered with Octavia. None of the comments on the boys’ 
families should be taken to heart – we encourage them to be creative in their writing. Bravo à tous!

Latin

idem et docenti et discenti debet esse propositum, ut ille 
prodesse velit, hic proficere.

The Lent term of Latin has seen the various Years continuing 
language and cultural background studies. One of these areas is 
the Roman concept of hunting : the venatio. This of course has 
great social and moral concerns in the modern world, but as 
usual the Romans had their own strange, almost alien, ideas. 

Here then is the Roman version : brilliantly expressed by a Year 
VI scholar:

Storm, 6J

The end result of these Roman pursuits was the extinction of all large wild animals (except for wolves, 
which were protected by law) around the Mediterranean and beyond. Thus do we not learn from 
history.

Atiksh, 5J

Hugo , 5J 
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Music

‘Come with me and you’ll be in a world of Pure Imagination…’

(Gene Wilder ‘Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory’)

Music can easily transport us into another world. 
It has been such a joy to observe the enthusiasm 
and development of the boys in all year groups in 
the area of performance; a continual sign of the 
wealth of talent throughout the school. 

Reception has been developing their feel 
for rhythm and pulse this term, including 
coordination skills using percussion and 
‘following the conductor’ group activities. 

With an emphasis on instruments, boys across 
the Junior House have been discovering a 
range of instruments from the four different 
families- string, brass, percussion and 
woodwind. In preparation for World Book Day 
several songs from well-known books that have 
been subsequently turned into musicals were 
sung heartily and with zest, including songs 
from Jungle Book and Willy Wonka and the 
Chocolate Factory. 

Senior House lessons 
have included sessions on 
developing Digital Literacy 
skills, including the application 
of Music Technology and 
composition programs, 
complimenting further 
understanding of Music Theory. 

Music Clubs have been in full 
‘swing’, including a significant 
increase in Junior House 
Choir membership. The boys 
performed two songs during 
the Junior House Concert 
on 24th March, including 
Do-Re-Mi from ‘The Sound 
of Music’ and the call and 
response song ‘From the 
Tiny Ant’. It was a pleasure to 
welcome the St. Cecilia Choir 
from St. Anthony’s School 
for Girls who sang beautifully 
under the direction of Paula 
Masterton. Congratulations to 
all the boys who performed 
on a solo instrument and 
thank you to the peripatetic 
staff (and parents) for 
their help in preparing the 
boys for this concert. 
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The Senior House choirs participated in the 
Ash Wednesday Mass on 2nd March, including 
unaccompanied plainchant and music by Orlando 
Gibbons and, more recently, they have been 
working hard learning the songs from Lionel Bart’s 
Oliver! in preparation for the Year 7 production 
next term.  The auditions for the Year 5 production 
of ‘Jonah, A Fishy Tail…’ and ‘Oliver!’ are now 
complete and the boys excelled themselves during 
both sets of auditions.

On 14th March, Senior House boys who 
participated in the Autumn Concert were 
rewarded with a trip to Cadogan Hall to participate 
in a Classical Music Roadshow, based on the Great 
Fire of London. The boys sang with conviction a 
number of catchy tunes and congratulations to 
those who dressed to impress in 17th century 
London attire. The concert was performed by 
the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, conducted by 
Benjamin Pope, including a rare musical theatre 
experience performed by professional actors. 
This was a wonderful opportunity to step back in 
time to September 1666 and the four days that 
changed London forever.

Looking ahead to the Summer Term, two 
concert dates for the diary include Thursday 
19th May for an Advanced Performance concert 
and Thursday 26th May for a Senior House 
Concert in the Hall at 6pm. 

Wishing you all a relaxing Easter break.

Jonathan

Art & Drama
In the Junior House, Year 2 and 3 have been exploring both 3D and traditional art, 
with excellent outcomes from both years. Year 2 has continued to develop their 3D 
skills in creating cardboard bugs, while Year 3 has focused on both Matisse’s paper 
cut outs and lino-printing. 

Year 5 have been experimenting vwith type this 
term, questioning the concept of design and 
art working in unison, creating visually exciting 
pieces. With a focus on Sara Fanelli’s book 
‘Sometimes I think, Sometimes I am’, the boys 
have created typographic pieces based on artist 
quotes, combining expressive type and font 
styles.  

‘Drawing is putting a line around an idea’, so the 
French Impressionist and colour master Matisse 
quoted. This term has proved to have challenged 
students in developing their working knowledge 
of art and design through exciting and innovative 
projects. I have been particularly impressed 

by Year 7’s architectural and still life drawings 
whereby they have experimented with a range of 
drawing techniques.  

Year 6’s project on landscapes was consolidated 
before half term with a trip to Hampstead 
Heath whereby the boys developed their skills 
in photography and observational drawing. The 
boys have been studying the distinct styles 
between Monet, Seurat and David Hockney, 
elaborating on the use of colour and texture. 
The boys have created fantastic pieces of work 
this term, alongside developing their use of 
vocabulary in art history.  

Junior House Concert 
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Year 8’s focus on portraiture this term has involved a variety of experimental techniques towards 
creative alternative self-portraits. Taking inspiration from David Hockney’s self-portraits throughout 
his career, the boys had the chance to work with photo-collage, paint, collage and oil pastels to create 
work that pushes the boundaries of traditional portraiture. 

A recent trip to the National Gallery offered 
fuel as inspiration Year 8. The Pigott Centre 
for Education provided an enriching workshop 
on portraiture, which encapsulated British and 
European art, regal portraits, and a video from 
the current Kehinde Wiley exhibition. The 
session expanded the boy’s knowledge of the 
portrait and how it questions identity, class, 
and vision from both the artist and sittee’s 
perspective. Peter Horgan shares his thoughts on 
the gallery visit: 

“The gallery was not what I expected, I know what 
you’re thinking, a dull, boring building with some 
paintings older than time, right? Wrong. Upon 
entering I was astonished, the building was littered 
with paintings, everyone telling a different story. The 
place itself was astonishing, it’s walls old yet more 
decorative than you could imagine! And the roof, 
glass spread over it, allowing the sun to peer in. 

“We traversed through the gallery, looking at a 
multitude of different paintings. A man toured us 
around the gallery, telling us about many stories 
behind all the settings and scenes. We even got to copy our own paintings! Some of us focused on self-
portraits, while others focused on villages, towns and more. Imagination was endless in this gallery. Yet 
eventually we all dreaded the time to come, in which we had to return to school.” 

Year 5 have also been experimenting with type 
this term, questioning the concept of design 
and art working in unison create visually exciting 
pieces. With a focus on Sara Fanelli’s book 
‘Sometimes I think, Sometimes I am’, the boys have 
created typographic pieces based on artist quotes, 
combining expressive type and font styles.  

Year 4’s introduction to cubism instilled excitement 
among students, in a project that eventually led to 
the planning and constructing of cubist inspired 
instruments.  
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Arts and crafts club has provided an open 
space for students to wind down and create 
independent pieces of work. It has been a 
pleasure to see students find their artistic voice in 
an unstructured session alongside experimenting 
with new mediums. 

Y4

Y2 Photography

Drama 

Year 4 have been focusing on Shakespeare’s ‘The Tempest’ this year, discussing the play’s characters and 
creating their own interpreted scenes from the narrative.  

Drama has this term introduced Years 5, 6 and Year 7 to their Summer Term plays. The Year 5 auditions 
for ‘Jonah... A Fishy Tail’ gave the boys a chance to shine; there were some wonderful interpretations 
of the characters Crab, Peg It and Leg it! Year 6 have begun diligently rehearsing Shakespeare’s ‘A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream’, developing their characters and engaging in group discussions based on 
the meaning of Shakespearean jargon. Next term, Year 6 has the exciting opportunity to work alongside 
theatrical professionals in a morning’s workshop at the Shakespeare’s Globe. Year 7 is beginning to 
rehearse for their Summer production of ‘Oliver!’, learning songs from the production and developing 
their characters for their performance. 

Year 8 have been working in pairs to act out a scene from ‘The Importance of Being Earnest’, where 
they have been developing their character development and RP pronunciation. Next term, the boys 
have their highly anticipated film week whereby they’ll be directing and acting out their own theatrical 
narratives.  

Congratulations to Carl, 8m, for attaining a Drama Scholarship to Mill Hill School.

Alice

Y8
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Hockey

The hockey teams made incredible progress 
during the Easter term. With most of the boys 
not having played much hockey at all over the 
last two years due to the Pandemic, they were 
understandably rather rusty in returning to the 
game. The rust quickly disappeared as they 
focused intently during training sessions and had 
a good amount of fixtures to put their hard work 
into practice.

The U13 age group performed admirably at 
the Arnold House tournament at the end of 
the season against seasoned hockey players. 
The standout result would certainly be the 

victory against Westminster at home. The boys’ 
positioning and understanding of the game 
was impressive and their movement of the ball 
exceptional.

The U11 age group improved in leaps and 
bounds with their most notable result being all 
three teams winning away at Aldenham at the 
end of the season. Their progress certainly is 
promising and we hope that their performances 
will go from strength to strength in seasons to 
come.

Matt Guise-Brown

Sport
Rugby

We have put out 17 Rugby teams this term 
throughout the School. Year 3 played their first 
fixture with Arnold House and Year 4 began 
their first contact matches. We have entered 
tournaments at the Stone-X Arena, Merchant 

Taylors School and Canons Park and the U11s 
squad had a remarkable season in block fixtures, 
winning 8 games and only losing 1.

Jonathan Dunne

Next term we look forward to Cricket, Tennis and Athletics. There are plenty of fixtures and 
competitions and our annual sports day events in June. 

I wish you all a wonderful Easter Break. 
Best wishes

Jonathan Dunne 
Director of Sport

The U11s Rugby Squad were hugely successful 
this season

The U9s in action against The Hall

Pip won the Cheetham Cup for most outstanding Cross-
Country Runner in the school. He helped the U11s to a bronze 
medal at the Arnold House Meet.

Gabriel  won the Eastbourne Rugby Union Cup for most 
outstanding Rugby player in the School.
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Enrichment
We are extremely lucky to be able to provide such a diverse and numerous variety of 
Extra Curricular Activities at St. Anthony’s as part of our Hobbies provision. 

After very successful Autumn and Easter 
terms, we have exciting plans for the Summer 
term, which will see us introducing several 
new clubs, including Dance, Running, Cricket, 
3-a-side Football, Historical Fiction, Robotics
and Advanced Coding. Furthermore, Elizabeth
Collman and Alice Bickerton, will be starting an
Eco-Warriors Club, with representatives from
each Form, who will report back to their class on
issues that are discussed.

In addition to our extensive Hobbies provision 
at St. Anthony’s, we try to make the most of the 
opportunities there are in order to supplement 
our teaching with visits to a variety of venues 
that will add value. So far this year our boys have 
visited the likes of the Verulamium Museum, the 
Science Museum, the National Gallery, Juniper 
Hall, the Dominion Theatre and St. George’s 
Park, but to name a few. There is also lots to look 
forward to in the Summer term, with visits to the 
Globe Theatre, the Victoria Palace Theatre; as 
well as forthcoming residential trips to Saalbach 
Hinterglemm in Austria for skiing and PGL Little 
Canada in the Isle of White.

Our boys always relish the opportunities they are 
given, bringing energy, interest and enthusiasm. 
We look forward to a bright and enthralling 
summer at St. Anthony’s.

All the best,

Anthony
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Library & 
Recommended 
Reads
Continuing the success of our use of satellite libraries, which were a way for boys to 
access books while keeping to their year group bubbles, Library Reps have been busy 
choosing books for their peers.  

This allows boys to try a wide range of 
literature across the year and access the 
treasure of the main library from the comfort 
of their form rooms. Boys can continue to 
ask for recommendations across the year and 

I urge boys to continue sending requests 
for new books to their library monitors. 
Another fantastic term of reading has passed. 
Congratulations in particular to Year 4 and 
Year 5 for their avaricious reading.

Have a look at this selection of new fiction for ages 
9-12 in Spring 2022:

Carnival of the Lost by Kieran Larwood
Readers will be sucked into this adventure just like the characters being sucked into the River Thames 
in this uniquely strange and page-turning middle-grade novel. With period typography and grungy 
page borders, a deliciously seedy Victorian world is evoked, with monsters, carnivals and colourful 
circus performers. Carnival of the Lost is thoroughly captivating and upper KS2 teachers will love the 
period language, strong characters and rich descriptions.

Escape Room 
by Christopher Edge

The Light in Everything 
by Katya Balen

Please Write Soon 
by Michael Rosen

The Offline Diaries 
by Yomi Adegoke and Elizabeth Uviebinené

The Thief Who Sang Storms 
by Sophie Anderson

Wolfbane 
by Michelle Paver

Skandar and the Unicorn Thief 
by A.F. Steadman

Jummy at the River School 
by Sabine Adeyinka
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Wellbeing

Pastoral Care and Wellbeing

The pastoral aspect of Prep School life is at the 
very heart of everything we do. We wish for 
every pupil to feel happy, safe and secure. Our 
aim is that each pupil fulfils their potential as a 
well-rounded individual, and that children have 
high self-esteem; show empathy towards others; 
are respectful of others and the environment; 
and show a good understanding of our core 
values.

These core values and messages are constantly 
being reinforced through PSHEE led by Form 
Teachers. Through our robust spiralling PSHEE 
curriculum, we aim for our boys to develop a 
love for learning and become excited and curious 
learners. They build on and develop skills such 
as: resilience, responsibility, gratitude, kindness 
and respect. This term all the form groups have 
been focussing on the topics of Healthy Me and 
Dreams and Goals. Guy, our school chef, has 
not only been busy in the kitchen preparing and 
cooking lovely lunches, but he has also presented 
in our school assemblies on Healthy Eating along 
with Amanda Ursell, the nutritionist for CH &Co.

The Head Boy Team under the leadership of 
Sam Sharp have continued to strengthen St 
Anthony’s core values across the whole school 
by regularly leading assemblies in both houses 

on kindness, gratitude and responsibility. Boys in 
the upper school have also been taking on more 
responsibility by coaching and mentoring boys 
in the Junior House through support in lessons. 
Sam has continued to chair, (with support from 
Jeremy Chong) the School Council meetings 
where the Form Captains and Vice Captains from 
Year 4 – Year 7 focus on various tasks that will 
provide the best educational environment for 
all pupils. Recently, the boys discussed possible 

healthy snacks at break time for Year 4 students, 
more play equipment for lunch time and charity 
drive ideas for our school’s charities.

Wellbeing support for parents too… On March 
10, we welcomed 14 alumni parents back 
to St Anthony’s to share their top tips and 
recommendations for parents in Year 5 going 
on the senior school journey. The evening was 
incredibly useful as our current parents could 
learn more about how to navigate the process.

 At St. Anthony’s School, we are committed to 
supporting children, staff and parents in their 

wellbeing and mental health. While at school, the 
Form Teacher acts in Loco Parentis for the boys 
and is available to help sort out any problems 
encountered during the day. In addition to this, I 
am also available to all our families along with our 
Wellbeing Counsellor– Melanie who is in school 
every Wednesday. 

If you would like more details, please email: 
catherine.arslan@stanthonysprep.co.uk .                                                               

Best wishes for a happy and peaceful Easter.

Catherine. 

Sam delivering an assembly on kindness

The Met Police talking to the boys about cyber-crime and how to stay safe online
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