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Newsletter 1
Christmas Term 2011

I would like to extend a warm welcome to all members of the school community and in particular to those who are joining the Senior House for the first time. Many people that I have spoken to felt that the summer passed very swiftly, at the Senior House a remarkable transformation was wrought in that time. The moment that last term ended the builders moved in and set to work. We now have two new rooms, providing space for music and drama.  As I write, a newly refurbished changing room is having the final touches applied and will provide enhanced changing facilities for the swimming pool.  I would like to pay tribute to the superhuman efforts by many staff members, working to ensure a smooth and efficient start to the term.

This term we welcome Karl, our new Head of Music.  He has had the exciting prospect of setting up the music facilities in the new room. 
This Newsletter contains much of the information that was sent out at the start of the summer holiday but there is also some additional and more up-to-date information.  
Best wishes for the term ahead.
Chris Howard
Head of Senior House

New/updated Attachments:
Fixture List
Fixture List Venues

Homework Timetable

Hobbies Letter

Arabic Lessons

Swimming Club

Chess Club Letter
Chess Club Application Form

Important Dates for Christmas Term 2011 (Revised)
Music in the Senior HouseS
(Reminder from previous ‘Information for next Term’ letter sent out in July)
Requests for permission to take children out of school

We ask parents to consider very carefully before making such requests, since there are only a few circumstances where they can be justified.  Parents are under legal obligation in this area and the school has to work within the requirements of the law.  Written requests for authorisation of absence should be made to the Headmaster.

Mass attendance

School masses are held at St. Mary’s, Holly Place.  All parents are invited to attend mass and join the school in prayer on these important days in the school year.  In order that we may update our records at the beginning of the new academic year and be sure of parents’ wishes, those parents who do not wish their son to attend mass, should complete and return the attached attendance sheet by Friday, 9 September.

Future Term Dates

A copy of the term dates (2011 -2012) is attached. 
Uniform

It is St Anthony’s policy to keep uniform requirements to a minimum.  We do request, however, that all uniform must be clearly marked with a sewn-in tab.  If it is properly labelled our lost property procedure usually ensures an item’s return.  Unmarked lost property is disposed of every half-term.

The school suppliers are Uniform4Kids 1103/1105 Finchley Road, Temple Fortune, London, NW11. Tel: 020 8209 0999.  Other items may be purchased through any supplier.

Lost Property
In the Senior House the lost property is stored in a bin in the entrance hall opposite the payphone.  It is checked by prefects on a weekly basis and marked items are returned.    Please ensure that your son does not bring unmarked items in to school.
Nut Allergies

As I am sure you are aware, nut allergies pose a threat to an ever-greater number of children.  We now have several children in school with nut allergies and this puts them at risk of a life-threatening anaphylactic reaction.  I would, therefore, ask that boys do not bring nut-based products into school. 

It is also important that your son does not share snacks with other boys in case they contain nuts or nut extracts.

Food Allergies and “sports teas”

When pupils are involved in sports fixtures, St Anthony’s is unable to guarantee that sports teas will be free from specific allergens.  Parents whose children have special dietary needs are therefore asked to instruct their children not to eat sports teas.  Parents may provide an alternative snack.

Birthday Cakes 

I have written in previous Newsletters to explain the difficulties that are presented when cakes are brought in to celebrate birthdays.

· A number of boys in the school have severe nut allergies.

· The Senior House does not have a catering facility to hygienically cut and distribute cakes.

As a consequence I would ask that cakes are not brought into school. We are happy to highlight birthdays and pass on congratulations but perhaps the cake eating is better done at home!

Games Programme

In the games programme we seek to strike a balance between offering the opportunity for each individual to experience a range of different sports and the chance for as many boys as possible to participate in competitive matches with other schools. 

Whilst the predominant sport this term will be football, all the boys will spend some sessions playing hockey and rugby.  These sessions are planned into the term, but weather conditions may mean that we take the opportunity to do a rugby or hockey session in place of football.  This decision will be taken on the day.  For this reason I am asking that the boys come fully equipped for every games session.  They will consequently need to bring boots, shin pads and a mouth guard.

We are keen to reduce the number of boys calling home about forgotten kit.  It would be very helpful if you could support your son by reminding him to bring his games/swimming kit on the relevant day.
Mouth guards will not be required in the first few weeks of the term.  Opro dentists will be visiting the school on Wednesday 14 September to take dental impressions for those boys wishing to order a mouthguard through Opro.  Please see the leaflet sent out in the end of term mailout which gives instructions on how to order directly through Opro.

	Games Sessions
	A.M. – 11.00 – 13.00
	P.M. 14.00 – 16.00

	Monday
	
	Year 5 and Year 6

	Tuesday
	
	Year 7

	Wednesday
	Year 5
	Year 7 and Year 8

	Thursday
	Year 6
	Year 8


For Year 5

A letter is attached that explains our provision for use of the Internet at school.  It includes an agreement that we ask pupils to read through with their parents and then sign.  Please read this with your son and return to the school office by Friday, 9 September.

Valuables

Boys should only bring to school items that are required during the school day.  Valuable items should not be brought into school.

· All watches and calculators must be marked clearly.

· Watches must not be worn to games.

The school can take no responsibility for valuables that are not handed in.

Mobile Phones

Boys who travel independently to and from school may wish to bring mobile phones to school.

· These must be switched off during the school day.

· They may be handed in to the school office from 8.30-8.40 and collected from 15.55-16.05

