  [image: image1.jpg]=7

V|RTUTE ADEPTA
5> ST

ST. ANTHONY’S SCHOOL
HAMPSTEAD




Junior House Newsletter
October 2011
Important dates!

	Tuesday 1st November
	Mass at St. Mary’s Church – 10.00

	Thursday 3rd November
	Afternoon concert 

	
	

	Week beginning Monday 7th November
	Last week of hobbies

	
	

	Tuesday 15th November
	Lawrence Sail visiting

	
	

	Thursday 1st December
	Carol Service @ St. Thomas More

	Friday 2nd December
	Charity Fayre in the Junior House Hall

	
	

	Monday 5th December
	Year One Performance @ 14.45

	Tuesday 6th December
	Year Three Performance @ 17.00

	Wednesday 7th December
	Year Two Performance @ 14.45

	Thursday 8th December
	Reception Performance @ 10.00

Year Four Performance @ 17.00

	Friday 9th December
	End of Term – 11.30

	
	


Jilly
As we say a very fond goodbye to Bonny, it is a pleasure to welcome Jilly as Junior House secretary. Jilly has been working alongside Bonny all this week and has already come to know many of the boys. She has just moved down to London from Norfolk, having completed a degree in English and American Literature. She is taking up her post from Monday 31st October. Any e-mails coming to the Junior House should now be addressed to jilly.stockdale@stanthonysprep.co.uk 
School concert
Karl and Joe are organising a concert which will be held in the school hall on Thursday 3rd November. The concert will start at 18.00 and will involve a variety of performances from both soloists and school ensembles. Everyone is welcome to attend.
Karl would also like to bring to your attention the Trinity Family concert on 6th November (see attachment) and, on the same day, at 14.30, another family concert which is being held at Fitzjohn’s Primary School, with the Sacconi Quartet, for 4-11 year olds. Entry to this concert is free.
Invitation to join our Parent Choir
The Parent Choir meets for rehearsal every Thursday afternoon after school and is called upon for a wide range of concerts, masses and fund raising activities throughout the year. The choir is made up of parents and friends of the school.  Parental involvement in the musical life of your child can be a crucial, positive and supportive influence.  Karl and Joe would certainly also welcome any fathers who would like to show, by example, the enjoyment that singing can bring to their boys while at St. Anthony’s school.   
Lawrence Sail
Last year, we were very lucky to welcome Lawrence Sail to the school to help us celebrate National Poetry Day. Lawrence, a freelance writer who has also published many poetry collections, has kindly agreed to visit us again. Lawrence works in schools and colleges, and has also written a radio play, as well as short features for radio. He has presented the BBC Radio 3 programme ‘Poetry Now’ and ‘Time for Verse’ on BBC Radio 4. He was chairman of the Arvon Foundation from 1990 to 1994, has directed the Cheltenham Literature Festival, was the UK jury member for the European Literature Prize (1994-96), has been a judge for the Whitbread Prize and is a Fellow of the Royal Society of Literature. He will visit some of the classes in both the Junior and the Senior House and he will also lead a poetry assembly with the boys. His visit to the boys will be followed by a charity evening, to which parents are invited – final details to follow.
Andrew Nash
Andrew Nash has kindly offered to give a lecture on “Newman, his Life and Thought”. Paul will confirm the date for this on Tuesday 25th October. It is envisaged that we will have a charity evening on the week beginning Monday 7th November. Andrew gave his lecture to the Catholic Heads last year and provides an extraordinary insight into the importance and significance on Newman. He is an academic historian and ex-headmaster! Serendipitously, Andrew’s sister is the well-known columnist Joanna Bogle: Joanna, last week, published a book on John Paul II for school children. She has offered to spend the day with our boys at the end of November to talk about his life and times.
Junior House Chess

A visiting chess teacher, John Fleetwood, of Finchley Chess Moves, currently runs a chess club for children in Year Four on a Tuesday lunchtime. John has been coaching school chess teams for many years and currently teaches at several schools in North London. He currently charges £90, per child, per term.
Many parents of boys in Years Two and Three have also expressed an interest in their sons learning chess and, in order to be able to open up the opportunity to as many children as possible, we would like to offer a similar club, that would run on Wednesday lunchtimes, to any boys in Years Two or Three who are interested in joining. 
In order to finalise arrangements with John, I need to gauge how many children would be involved. Therefore, if you are interested in your son joining a chess club, could you let me know – in writing please and not via e-mail – by Tuesday 1st November. 
And finally, a couple of gentle reminders
Please could parents ensure, when they have collected their sons at the end of the school day, that their children remain by their side until they have left the school premises: children should not run around the playground or play ball games. This helps the teachers to ensure that all of their charges have been collected and that we are able to maintain appropriate levels of safety. 

Please could I urge parents to check uniform items over the half-term break and to ensure that all essential items are clearly labeled with their son’s full name. We have amassed an extraordinary amount of unnamed lost property over the last seven weeks which will be donated to the second hand uniform sale, raising money for our school charities!
