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This document complements material already handed out to pupils and parents at previous briefings. Y7 (Sept. 2010-11) have been given advice already on the challenges ahead and the key outlines of the syllabus they will encounter in Y8. Some will be facing the prospect of entry assessments for schools such as:

City;

Habs Boys;

Highgate;

Mill Hill.

(UCS: Waiting List re-assessments.)
Westminster: Waiting List.)
For others, it is the challenge of academic and music scholarship assessments for schools such as:

Eton;
Harrow;

St. Paul’s;
Westminster.

For the majority, it will also be the need to pass Common Entrance at a suitable level commensurate with their initial conditional offer.

Advice has already been given to orientate pupils into the Summer holidays with a proper sense of how they might use the summer wisely. Throughout the year, classes take place and specialist help is provided, to help pupils meet these challenges with a sense of confidence and, we hope, a continued sense of sense of the fun of learning. Please contact the school if there is any area which is still concerning you or your son. Throughout, we provide hyper-links to the relevant section of the target school’s websites. See below for the links to the websites pertaining to the most likely applications for our Y8 cohort (Sept. 2011-12). At the end of the booklet, is a fairly comprehensive list of schools likely to be the subject of discussion.
http://www.iseb.co.uk/   (C.E. key syllabus website)
http://www.aldenham.com/publish/senior/
http://www.college.ampleforth.org.uk/admissions/admissions-procedures/
http://www.bedales.org.uk/why-bedales.html
http://www.charterhouse.org.uk/admissions/admissionsintroduction.aspx
http://www.clsb.org.uk/admissions/ (City of London)
http://www.etoncollege.com/registration.aspx
http://www.habsboys.org.uk/#
http://www.harrowschool.org.uk/1563/admissions/
http://www.highgateschool.org.uk/admissions/general-information
http://www.marlboroughcollege.org/col_admissions_policy.aspx
http://www.millhill.org.uk/admissions/
http://www.portland-place.co.uk/home/default.aspx?title=welcome&pageid={f9ad87b4-2f14-4e18-9555-5a40b78a881d}
http://www.sevenoaksschool.org/admissions-landing
http://www.stpaulsschool.org.uk/admissions
http://www.ucs.org.uk/admissions.html
http://www.westminster.org.uk/admissions.html
Art and Design Technology
Year 8 Artists, Engineers and Designers, will study a wide breadth of creative disciplines. 
Some examples:
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Exciting and inspiring projects are supported by thorough technical and theoretical training. 
Examples of previous projects include:

· exploring the Architecture of Frank Gehry and Daniel Liebskind through clay modeling;
· learning how to achieve the illusion of perspective in a painting;
· using teamwork skills and the techniques of Cubism to create your own sculptures;
· studying and discussing the art work of Banksy and creating their own site specific print to exhibit around the school.

Drama
Throughout the year, the work is predominantly focused on Empathy and the creation of character.
Autumn Term

‘Putting yourself in another person’s shoes!’
We will explore the creation of character and how age, gender, race, social background and relative status should be considered when creating and developing character. 
The boys will learn to respond to ‘teacher in role’ and learn how to ‘hot seat’ one another.
Being aware that imagination and empathy are essential when creating and developing a character, we will, for example, ‘step into the shoes’ of an old man. 
Easter term 

The Great War - complementing work done in English.
We will examine the causes of the First World War, and imagine what it might have been like to have been a young man at that time. Using the poem “Dulce et decorum est’, by Wilfred Owen, we will learn about the structure of verse written in ‘Iambic Pentameter’. With the use of picture and video stimuli, we will also create and develop detailed characters and scenarios.
	www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/wwone/
Imperial War Museum       
www.iwm.org.uk/
 


Summer Term
Evacuees and Emigres 
Continuing the theme of ‘empathy’, we will explore the impact on children evacuated in the Second World War, and also on the people involved in the extensive migrations which took place in the mid 19th and early part of the 20th Centuries.
what is meant by the word  ‘empathy’

what is meant by the word ‘blocking’ and why one must not ‘block
www.bbc.co.uk/history/    
www.ancestorsonboard.com
www.isu.edu/~trinmich/Oregontrail.html
Film Making week 
After Common Entrance, the boys will spend a week working in groups to make a series of short films. Industry professionals will visit during the week to work them. They will start with an idea, script and storyboard, shoot, edit, add titles and music and by the end of the week, have a completed film. Their films will be shown at the Year 8 Celebration & at the end of term GAW.
www.bbc.co.uk/blast/film/
English
Throughout the year, a great deal of the teaching is centred on literature. The boys read a wide range of novels, which provide the basis for written work. The boys write in a wide range of formats, for example, play scripts, radio scripts, internal monologues, diary entries and so on. 

Among the plays and novels studied in Year 8 are: 

· Macbeth by William Shakespeare;
· Journey’s End by R.C. Sheriff;
· Northern Lights by Philip Pullman;
· Coram Boy by Jamilla Gavin;
· Lord of the Flies by William Golding;
·  Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck;
· Stone Cold by Robert Swindells;
· Animal Farm by George Orwell;
· Hot Water by P.G. Wodehouse.
Skills to be tested at the appropriate level include the following:

· basic understanding and vocabulary;

· summarising;

· capacity to distinguish between fact and opinion;

· use of text to illustrate answers;

· evaluation of formats;

· language used to persuade/instruct/present a case/warn/inform;

· drawing inferences;

· capacity to make comparisons and evaluate contrasts;

· delivery of opinions/judgements/arguments based on given material;

· capacity to write in both formal and informal English, showing a grasp of simple and complex syntax and a range of appropriate vocabulary;

· awareness of the difference between slang and more formal English and the appropriateness of each in use;

· awareness of how grammar, syntax and punctuation affect meaning;

· knowledge of the basic terminology used in grammatical discussions, such as clause, phrase, the main parts of speech.

Exam Preparation

A number of entrance exams will be held in January of Year 8. These include Highgate and City of London. We will analyse past papers and boys will sit past papers. They will review exemplary answers.
Common Entrance

Paper I is a comprehension paper. It consists of a passage of non-fiction and an unseen poem. Boys answer questions on both. They need to be able to make reference to literary devices and techniques employed, such as: irony; personification; rhyme; rhythm; assonance; alliteration; use of emotive language; rhetorical questions and other examples.
Paper II consists of two pieces of writing. The boys have to write an essay, based on a piece of literature that they have studied, in which they demonstrate their responses to what they have read.

They also write a short piece of creative writing or an essay.

At various points, throughout the year, we will look at past papers and discuss relevant techniques.

Study Materials

All pupils have a text-book, ‘So You Really Want to Learn English’ by Susan Elkin. In addition, they are given bound booklets with detailed notes on grammar, spelling, comprehension tips, hints for creative writing, how to approach literature, useful terms for studying poetry, punctuation and other useful guidance, as well as detailed explanations of the C.E. syllabus.

What we are trying to achieve.
At St. Anthony’s, we have always encouraged authentic writing. We want boys to write from their own experiences, using their own imaginations, not aping styles or writing to artificial templates. We encourage them to read actively, to engage with the text, to think about what they have read and to question.
Reading is at the heart of what we do. The boys must read independently. When they are given novels or plays, they will be expected to read ahead, and to able to discuss, both orally and in writing, what they have read. 

They will be given lots of opportunities to write in a range of formats and to discuss each other’s work in a constructive manner. They will also have plenty of opportunities to speak and to discuss ideas.

Websites
http://www.cool-reads.co.uk/  - a site containing book reviews written by 10-15 year olds
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/english/
French
The Grammar covered in Year Eight finishes the Common Entrance syllabus. There is far more working through of past papers than in Year Seven. 
The boys will write four ‘Prepared Topics’ for the final French Oral exam and will hone their letter writing skills.  
A French to English vocabulary test will be given each week, in addition to a main homework.

Vocabulary

In Year Eight a Vocabulary reference book is used (‘Malvern CE 13+’).
There is also a phrase reference book for the French Oral Exam (‘Malvern French Speaking Test’)

New grammar:
· the Imperfect Tense;
· the Future Tense;
· more Irregular Verbs;
· further Irregular Adjectives;
· further Negatives;
· further Reflexive Verbs.
RESOURCES (Aside from those mentioned above.)
· Tricolore Book Three 

Useful websites:
http://www.quia.com/shared/french;
http://bbc.co.uk/languages/french;
http://bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/french;
http://verb2verbe.com/francais/default.aspx;
www.frenchlearningfun.net/Listening.html.
Geography

The programme of study for Year 8 Geography is designed to bring the real world into the classroom as much as possible by investigating a range of topics and issues drawn from the following: secondary and quaternary industry and its location, environmental issues and sustainable development. They will also spend some time revising the entire syllabus in preparation for external examination.

The aim is to develop the following key stage targets:


· a better understanding of geographical processes;


· a better sense of place;


· balanced viewpoints on a variety of current issues such as urban redevelopment;


· skills of data presentation and analysis through the use of written prose, annotated diagrams, sketches, graphs, photographs and maps;


· improvement in their map reading skills, particularly their ability to use four and six figure grid references, and the identification of physical features on maps using contour lines;


· improvement in the presentation of their written assignments.

The boys are encouraged to investigate current issues relating to the topics by regularly reading the broadsheet newspapers and following the news on television and radio.  Parents can actively encourage their children to follow current events.  The boys are encouraged to bring relevant materials into school to form part of a display on a topic of study or to stimulate further class discussion. Video clips, images, animations and recent newspaper articles are frequently used to give the subject as much relevance to their lives as possible.

The boys will also spend some time writing up the river project which will be submitted as coursework for some of the boys. This will evolve into a significant body of work that your son will be proud of.

The following are some websites your son may wish to look at to get a flavour of the year ahead:

www.geography.learnontheinternet.co.uk/topics/secondary.html;
www.towards-sustainability.co.uk;
www.bbc.co.uk/tribe.
History
In Year 8, for Common Entrance, we study the period known as The Making of the United Kingdom: 1485-1750. In fact, we usually stop at 1715, preferring depth to breadth of coverage.

Much of the focus is on political history. However, we look at some aspects of social history, including Ket’s Rebellion and its agrarian causes. We also look at the reasons for the increase in poverty during the seventeenth century, the results and Tudor legislation on the subject.

Religion also plays a prominent role in the course. The seventeenth century was an intensely religious period and it is impossible to develop any understanding of, or feeling for, the period without understanding some of the religious issues. We look at the background to The Reformation and we focus on The Elizabethan Settlement and the various forms of opposition to it, such as Puritanism. We will look in some detail at the religious changes in the reign of Charles I and we will discuss the effect of these changes on people’s lives.

For Common Entrance, the boys need to demonstrate that they can look critically at historical sources. They will be taught how to look at sources and how to assess their usefulness and reliability. They will look at the provenance of sources. They will learn how to form judgements about bias and objectivity and how to ask pertinent questions about sources.

Pupils will write a number of essays throughout the year. They will be encouraged to form judgements and to voice opinions, supported by factual evidence.

Websites:
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/about/ 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/  
Latin
It is envisaged that the upper set sit CE level 3 and the Lower Set CE level 2. Hence, the upper set will first complete Latin Prep 2 by November, leaving some six months to learn the structures for CE level 3: present, future, imperfect and perfect passive, the 5th declension, volo and nolo, relative pronouns, the imperfect subjunctive with purpose clauses and indirect commands.  Any boys wishing to sit a scholarship paper, will also need to learn: indirect statements, deponent verbs and the pluperfect subjunctive. This should take some five weeks.

The Lower Set will complete the second five units of Latin Prep 2.

In order to provide a bridge between the Latin covered for CE and the Cambridge Latin Course 3 used in Year 9 onwards, the boys will have the opportunity to revise the grammar for CE, using vocabulary found in the Cambridge books 1 and 2.

In addition, as well as a review of the adventures of Odysseus, the boys will see some videos on the expansion of the Roman Empire, with particular emphasis on Britain.

Some Recommended Websites

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Odysseus - general information about Odysseus.
http://livebinders.com/play/play_or_edit/80381 - a site, partly aimed at primary level children, but contains useful information about ancient Greece and further links (to SchoolHistory.co.uk, for example) on mythology and other materials.

http://livebinders.com/play/play_or_edit?id=21779 – as above but entitled, ‘The Romans: what did they do for us?’  and focusing on Ancient Rome. Click on ‘The Roman World’ to find information about Julius Caesar and other emperors.

Mathematics
The Christmas term is used to prepare boys for January entrance examinations.
Some topics go beyond the Common Entrance syllabus, so it is important that your son does not revise work that is irrelevant. (See individual booklets for City, Mill Hill and Highgate syllabi)

Topics that need to be covered for January Entrance exams:

· Hard arithmetic;
· Estimation;
· Upper and lower bounds;
· Percentages;
· Ratio (when given the difference) & proportion including map scales;
· Prime factors and their uses i.e. finding LCM & HCF;
· Substitution and Binary operations;
· All aspects of algebra including solving fractional equations;
· Algebraic products;
· Simultaneous equations;
· Sequences and finding the nth term;
· Speed;
· Bearings including being able to draw a diagram with no starting point;
· Perimeter, Area and Volume including volume of cylinders;
· Graphs – being able to find the gradient and hence the equation of the linear line;
· Pythagoras – using Pythagorean triples;
· Transformations;
· Angles including polygons and being able to explain how the answer was obtained;
· Statistics;
· Probability;
· Venn diagrams (possibly).
Extra topics that need to be covered for Level 3 Common Entrance
· Reverse percentages;
· Finding the radius of a circle when given, circumference, area or volume;
· Investigation questions that will involve finding the nth term;
· Revise constructions;
· Revise inequalities and other algebra.
Examples of some useful websites are:
http://www.thatquiz.org/ - good ‘quick fire’ questions;
http://www.coolmath.com/;
http://www.mathsonline.org/.
Religious Education

In Year 8, students will continue to develop three important skills:
· Recall of key details from Biblical passages;

· Explanation of what these passages reveal to Christians about God and the nature of human life;
· Discussion of a religious position – explaining why someone might take up a position on a question of ethics and religion, and why others might disagree.

Students will also give an account of what the Church teaches about how God should be worshipped and how a Christian life should be lived out.
There will also be some lesson time set aside to study other world religions and topical ethical and religious questions.
Term 1:

The life and death of Jesus
Students will commit key events to memory and develop their opinions about the significance of the events.  Students will learn about the purpose f Jesus’ parables and miracles and will be able to discuss examples of each.  

Discipleship
Students will learn about the first disciples and compare their experience and mission with that of disciples today.

Passion and Resurrection 
Students will study the account of Mark in detail, with reference also being made to chapter 20 of John’s Gospel.

The Sacraments
Students will explore the significance of the seven sacraments in the life of the Church.  They will compare Church doctrine to those of other denominations. They will be able to give a detailed explanation of the ceremonies in which the sacrament takes place.
Term 2 

Worship in the Church
Students will learn how Catholics celebrate the major festivals in the Christian year. They will learn key events in the history of the Catholic Church, particularly in Britain.

Catholic Life
Students will learn about the importance of authority within the Church and the roles its priests and lay community take on. Students will explore how the Church upholds the family and the sanctity of human life.  

Term 3

Students will revise material and practice Common Entrance questions.

Some useful websites:
http://video.iactiv8.com/ A wide range of videos and podcasts produced by Catholics for young people;
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/;
http://www.tere.org/index.php?id=104 This Roman Catholic websites contains, amongst much other useful material, some revision games.
http://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/visiting/floorplans/level-2/room-66 The National Gallery is well worth visiting, and the website also includes some interesting information about important religious works of art. 

http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/_INDEX.HTM The Catechism of the Catholic Church, included on the Vatican website. 

Science
The Year 8 Science is the culmination of the Common Entrance syllabus studied in Year 6 and 7. The curriculum is designed to be a spiral, where many topics are revisited and extended upon. 

Topics covered in Year 8:
Biology
· Health, microbes and disease;
· Feeding relationships, population size; predation and competition.
Chemistry
· Patterns of behaviour (Reactivity of metals, salt formation);
· Changing materials – products from chemical reactions;
· Classifying materials (particle model).
Physics
· The Earth and beyond;
· Electromagnets;
· Conservation of energy and energy transfers;
· Energy resources;
· Pressure and moments.
The boys will continue to use the text book ‘So you really want to learn about Science’ which they should use to reinforce the content of the lessons and to undertake their own background reading at home, which is expected and should be encouraged when the boys complete their homework.

The boys are assessed every term in Science and from January the boys will sit three short (40 minute) papers: one each in Biology, Chemistry and Physics. It is highly recommended that the boys revise regularly throughout Year 8, remembering to use the work from Year 6 and 7.

Below are some suggested websites that the boys may also like to look at to support their understanding in Science:
http://freezeray.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/ks3bitesize/
http://www.ted.com/
http://www.brainpop.com
​
Admission Websites of Most Frequently Discussed Target Schools
http://www.aldenham.com/publish/senior/
http://www.college.ampleforth.org.uk/admissions/admissions-procedures/
http://www.bedales.org.uk/why-bedales.html
http://www.brightoncollege.org.uk/admissions.asp
http://www.cvms.co.uk/default.aspx?id=357  
(Cardinal Vaughan)
http://www.charterhouse.org.uk/admissions/admissionsintroduction.aspx
http://www.clsb.org.uk/admissions/ (City of London)
http://www.downside.co.uk/School/admissions/admissions_process.html
http://www.dulwich.org.uk/Document_1.aspx?id=1:29017
http://www.etoncollege.com/registration.aspx
http://www.habsboys.org.uk/#
http://www.harrowschool.org.uk/1563/admissions/
http://www.highgateschool.org.uk/admissions/general-information
http://www.kcs.org.uk/node/254
http://www.london-oratory.org/tlos/htdocs/content.asp?cat=8
http://www.marlboroughcollege.org/col_admissions_policy.aspx
http://www.millhill.org.uk/admissions/
http://www.portland-place.co.uk/home/default.aspx?title=welcome&pageid={f9ad87b4-2f14-4e18-9555-5a40b78a881d}
http://www.oratory.co.uk/  (Reading)

http://www.sevenoaksschool.org/admissions-landing
http://www.stbenedicts.org.uk/?page_id=10   (St. Benedict’s Ealing)
http://www.stchris.co.uk/cms/index.php/home/admissions     (St. Christopher’s Letchworth)

http://www.stcolumbascollege.org/admissions.html  (St. Albans)
http://www.stpaulsschool.org.uk/admissions
http://www.stonyhurst.ac.uk/page/?title=Admissions&pid=33
http://www.ucs.org.uk/admissions.html
http://www.wellingtoncollege.org.uk/applying-to-wellington
http://www.westminster.org.uk/admissions.html
http://www.winchestercollege.org/admissions
http://www.worthschool.org.uk/page.php?pid=101
PAGE  
33

