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This document complements material handed out last year and has been updated, in line with changes announced by senior schools. The time line focuses on the schools to which the majority of our pupils have traditionally applied. The hyper-links below should allow you and your son to check relevant information and specimen materials. Much of this has already been given out to pupils in hard copy. St. Anthony’s is very familiar with entry to the major schools inside and outside of London, (such as Eton, St. Paul’s and Westminster), which have traditionally assessed in Y6. Where changes have been announced, such as at City (affecting our present Y5), and Highgate, (affecting our present Y5 & Y6), we have moderated our provision accordingly. There has been extensive consultation with those schools and fellow prep schools.















Admission Websites of Most Frequently Discussed Target Schools

http://www.aldenham.com/publish/senior/

http://www.college.ampleforth.org.uk/admissions/admissions-procedures/

http://www.bedales.org.uk/why-bedales.html

http://www.brightoncollege.org.uk/admissions.asp

http://www.cvms.co.uk/default.aspx?id=357  
(Cardinal Vaughan)

http://www.charterhouse.org.uk/admissions/admissionsintroduction.aspx

http://www.clsb.org.uk/admissions/ (City of London)

http://www.downside.co.uk/School/admissions/admissions_process.html

http://www.dulwich.org.uk/Document_1.aspx?id=1:29017

http://www.etoncollege.com/registration.aspx

http://www.habsboys.org.uk/#

http://www.harrowschool.org.uk/1563/admissions/

http://www.highgateschool.org.uk/admissions/general-information

http://www.kcs.org.uk/node/254

http://www.london-oratory.org/tlos/htdocs/content.asp?cat=8

http://www.marlboroughcollege.org/col_admissions_policy.aspx

http://www.millhill.org.uk/admissions/

http://www.portland-place.co.uk/home/default.aspx?title=welcome&pageid={f9ad87b4-2f14-4e18-9555-5a40b78a881d}

http://www.oratory.co.uk/  (Reading)

http://www.sevenoaksschool.org/admissions-landing

http://www.stbenedicts.org.uk/?page_id=10   (St. Benedict’s Ealing)

http://www.stchris.co.uk/cms/index.php/home/admissions     (St. Christopher’s Letchworth)

http://www.stcolumbascollege.org/admissions.html  (St. Albans)

http://www.stpaulsschool.org.uk/admissions

http://www.stonyhurst.ac.uk/page/?title=Admissions&pid=33

http://www.ucs.org.uk/admissions.html

http://www.wellingtoncollege.org.uk/applying-to-wellington

http://www.westminster.org.uk/admissions.html

http://www.winchestercollege.org/admissions

http://www.worthschool.org.uk/page.php?pid=101


London Day School Entry

Transfer Timeline Common Entrance 2014

November - December 2011 (possibly extending into early 2012)

Westminster

Maths, English and Reasoning assessment;
Interview;


Waiting List offer or Common Entrance conditional offer, made following interview. The expected pass mark is at least 70% in all subjects.

School preparation:

We are asked not to prepare boys especially for Westminster (no papers are available), but to provide the normal St. Anthony’s curriculum, plus reasoning practice. We will of course also be offering enhancement classes and discussions, to help pupils prepare for the rigour of the tests and interviews.



City of London

January – February 2012

Entry exams in English, Maths and Reasoning.
Interviews for successful candidates in February, and offers are made.


City has stressed that its papers are continuous with the standard St. Anthony’s curriculum already in place at Y6. The boys entering for City in January will be receiving supplementary help with reasoning exercises throughout the Autumn term. They will also receive appropriate discussion classes to help prepare them for interviews. (Specimen material is available and we will be working through this with the pupils. This was discussed with Y5 at the close of term.) Please see the link below to City key information.

http://www.clsb.org.uk/admissions/









St. Paul’s

January to November 2012


Interview and (largely) verbal assessment across a range of subjects.
Candidates provide personal profile which can be discussed as part of the interview.

INSERT PRO FORMA

Waiting List offer or Common Entrance conditional offer made following interview. The expected pass mark is at least 70% in all subjects.


Summer Term 2012

School preparation

Practice Reasoning papers.
Lesson time preparation in Maths, English and Reasoning for UCS and Highgate candidates.





September 2012 (Year 7)

School preparation:

Practice Reasoning papers;
Lesson time preparation in Maths, English for UCS and Highgate candidates.

UCS

Deadline for registration for UCS exam, early September.

Highgate

Entry exam in English, Maths and Reasoning.
Some boys whose exam performance is not considered strong are not called to interview.


October 2012

UCS

Preliminary exam (early October)
Maths, English, Reasoning;
Followed by interview (usually during half-term week).
Some boys, whose exam performance is not considered strong, are not called to interview.
November 2012

UCS

Offer letters for UCS candidates sent out.

September/October 2013 (Year 8)

Mill Hill

After school classes begin

October 2013

Mill Hill

Interviews begin

January 2014

Mill Hill

Preliminary exams for entry to Mill Hill.

Maths, English, Science, French and Latin (Note that Latin is optional)

If a candidate wishes to take a paper in a Modern Foreign Language, other than French, his parents should contact the Admissions Secretary.



February 2014

Mill Hill

Offer letters sent following exams and interviews.

February 2014

All Schools

A decision must be made as to which school the Common Entrance exam will be sat for, papers can only be sent to one school.

May/June 2014

Common Entrance exam

Maths, English, French, Science, Latin, Geography, History, RE.

Final entry to Westminster, UCS, St. Paul’s, and most boarding schools. Common Entrance is sat with entry to the school and conditional on results.

It is quite rare to fail to move to a Senior School once the offer has been made, but they quite reasonably reserve the final right to impose strictly the terms of a conditional offer. The data from Common Entrance are also important in some schools for their setting in Y9.

 
Interviews

Before an interview, all boys will be given interview preparation. 

Please let the school know as soon as possible if your son has been called for an interview.

Registration

Registration is a parental responsibility. Please check the websites on this and let us know if you are unsure. If you are unfamiliar with the procedures or confused, do arrange to see the Headmaster or Head of Senior House. If there is a legitimate reason for missing a deadline, please speak with the Headmaster who will make a case to the Senior school.

Setting arrangements in Year Seven

It is important to point out that the pupils in all sets and groups are prepared for secondary school entrance exams and Common Entrance exams. Please note: We do not refer to sets in our references to Senior Schools.

Year 7 - the pupils are set for Maths and taught Science in that grouping.  They are set for French.  They are set for Latin and taught RE in that grouping.

Year 7 sets are established by the subject Head of Department according to the previous year’s exam results (June) and formal assessment outcomes (November), supported by on-going teacher assessments throughout the year, as well as feedback from the previous year’s teachers.

All setting arrangements will be reviewed formally twice a year, following the November assessments and June exams, in consultation with the Head of House and Senior Staff.


Websites

The following are some useful websites for home study and resources.

http://www.brightminds.co.uk/ - Ordering resources for the home

http://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/pages/home.asp




- CGP revision guides; extremely child friendly, and good for revising the ‘basics’ for Maths and English

http://www.galorepark.co.uk/ - 11+ specific resources


THIS INFORMATION IS ACCURATE AT JULY 2011, BUT MAY SUBJECT TO CHANGE. SOME ISSUES CONCERNING SCHOLARSHIPS ARE STILL UNDER REVIEW AT SENIOR SCHOOLS.


Below are brief guides to the curriculum. Exhaustive syllabus details are available for the CE at the linked ISEB websites. Please note that the new Head of Music is reviewing the music curriculum. It will be published in September.

Art and Design Technology



Year 6 Artists, Engineers and Designers, will study a wide breadth of creative disciplines. Exciting and inspiring projects are supported by thorough technical and theoretical training. 

 

 


Examples of previous projects include:

Designing and making the packaging for a very loud Firework;
Studying and responding to the collage work of Hannah Hoch, Kurt Schwitters and George Grosz;
Exploring the Architecture of Frank Gehry and Daniel Libeskind through clay modelling;
Designing and making a Hydraulic toy;
Learning how to draw any object in the whole world!
Manipulating photos of their work using Photoshop software.



Drama


Throughout the year, the work is predominantly focused on Speaking and Listening.       

Autumn term

Wonder Tales. Using a programme of work developed by the National Theatre, we will be exploring stories and storytelling. The boys will hear a number of Wonder Tales. We will then examine the structure of these traditional stories, their oral traditions and the ways in which they are passed down.

The boys will tell true stories of events from their lives, and move on to create, and tell, their own original Wonder Tales. 

http://www.angelfire.com/ma3/mythology/worldtalesindex.html


http://thewondertales.alt-world.com/?page_id=158







Easter Term       

An introduction to Shakespeare.  

Adapted from a programme of work developed by the National Theatre.

Active storytelling.

This means we will stand up and represent the characters of the chosen play and speak some of the lines - plenty of opportunities for wearing crowns and hats and wielding swords! The boys will learn the plot and the characters of the chosen play. They will begin to understand the complexity of the characters, their points of view, their behaviour and the issues and dilemmas they face. In the process, they will develop an understanding of the themes of the play, for example: betrayal, revenge, magic, love, deception, and time. They will also be introduced – very gently - to the poetic structure of “Iambic Pentameter”

The boys will create images with language and physicality to create ‘frozen moments’ from the story. They will also have the opportunity to act edited scenes, speaking lines from the classic text.

‘Animated Shakespeare’ on DVD or on ‘youtube’   - (Highly recommended).
Shakespeare Stories by Leon Garfield (Highly recommended.)
Summer Term

Poetry performance

In the summer term we consolidate work on Speaking and Listening; as part of the Year 6 celebration, we perform an evening of Rhythm and Rhyme. Each boy will sing and take part in short rhyming stories and also be given their own poem, which they will perform on their own.

Working on the poems in class, the boys will begin to understand the process and the value of rehearsal as the presentation develops and starts to come together.

http://www.poetryarchive.org/childrensarchive/singlePoem.do?poemId=5919



English


The English curriculum in Year 6 is not markedly different from that in Year 5 in approach or content.  The intention is to provide continuity and progression. Literature is central to the course and the boys will be given about eight set novels during the course of the year. These will not be ‘studied’ as such, but they will be used to illustrate various aspects of the course, to help with creative work and to teach various aspects of literature. The boys will be given reading lists to guide their own independent reading, and they will be set reading over the holidays. We will look at a range of poetry and they will be encouraged to write poetry.

Creative writing is another key aspect of the course. The boys will be encouraged to think carefully about their writing.  We try to encourage ‘genuine’ writing based on their own experiences and feelings.  We do not give artificial templates to be slavishly adhered to. As well as essays, they will write dialogues, play scripts, poems, letters, reports and other forms. They will be given the opportunity for role-play in their work, writing from different points of view.

Comprehension work is clearly important, given the nature of entrance exams.  Boys will practise some formal comprehension passages.
The comprehension skills required can be developed in a variety of ways besides basic comprehension passages. For example, they will write reports, be asked to test hypotheses based on written information, to summarise and evaluate written texts. These all encourage a close reading of texts and encourage the boys to think about what they read. 

There will be formal teaching of punctuation, including a thorough revision of the rules for direct speech. Some spelling rules will be revisited formally. Aspects of grammar, such as the relative pronoun and the participial phrase, will be taught, and all the parts of speech will be revised. Spelling, grammar and punctuation will be corrected in accordance with the school’s marking policy.

The boys will be given plenty of opportunities to speak in class and will be encouraged to listen carefully and to respond constructively to the opinions of others. They often read their work to the rest of the class and this often leads to interesting and fruitful discussion. 

Reading list

It is beneficial for the boys to read a number of books that deal with the same issues and themes as some of their classroom readers. This is because they will then find it easier to discuss what an author is trying to achieve, and how effective their efforts are. Also, students will be better prepared to write on the theme of conflict, which will appear on the 2013 Common Entrance Composition paper.

Boys should aim to read at least one of the following books during the summer.

Refugee Boy, Benjamin Zephaniah 
The Machine Gunners, Robert Westall
When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit, Judith Kerr

Brendan’s Recommended Poetry Anthologies

The Rattlebag by Ted Hughes and Seamus Heaney (Faber and Faber)(Y7 & 8)
The Dragon Book of Verse: edited by Michael Harrison and Christopher Stuart-Clark  (OUP)
(Y7 & 8)
Poems 2: edited by Julia Markus and Paul Jordan (Longman) (Y7 & 8)
The Oxford Treasury of Classic Poems: edited by Michael Harrison and Christopher Stuart-Clark (OUP) (All Years)
Poems from Other Centuries: edited by Adrian Tissier (Longman)
The Puffin Book of Twentieth Century Children's Verse: edited by Brian Patten (Puffin) (will have some useful material for Years 5/6)
Puffin Book of Classic Verse: edited by Raymond Wilson (Puffin) (All ages, with some poems for 5/6)
A Puffin Book of Verse: edited by Eleanor Graham
 I Like this Poem - A collection of poems chosen by children for children: edited by Kaye Webb (Puffin) (All ages)
The Poetry Book:  edited by Fiona Walters Dolphin Books (All ages)
Read Me A Poem a Day for the National Year of Reading: Chosen by Gaby Morgan (Macmillan Children's Books) (All ages)
Poems for over ten year olds: chosen by Kit Wright (Puffin.) (All ages)

Other websites:

This site offers some guidance about encouraging your child to read:

http://www.guardian.co.uk/childrens-books-site/series/the-book-doctor 

Exhibitions during the summer:

As well as being interesting in their own right, these two exhibitions should inspire your son to read.

Once Upon a Wartime http://wartime.iwm.org.uk/, Imperial War Museum
Out of This World British Library

For Highgate, City and UCS examinations, please see the relevant sections at the end of this booklet.

Some novels recommended by Year 6 Pupils.


Artemis Fowl by Eoin Colfer
 
A Series of Unfortunate Events by Lemony Snickett

The Wind Singer Trilogy by William Nicholson

The Darren Shan Saga by Darren Shan

The Mediator Trilogy by Jenny Carroll

The Chronicles of Narnia by C S Lewis

Bound for Glory by Bob Cattell

Pictures in the Dark by Gillian Cross

Point Blanc by Anthony Horowitz

Stormbreaker by Anthony Horowitz

The Wizard of Earthsea by Ursula La Guin

Harper of Pern by Anne McAffery

The Alchemist by Paulo Cuellho

Stop the Train by Geraldine McCaughrean

Watership Down by Richard Adams

Robot Dreams by Isaac Asimov

Inside the Worm by Robert Swindells

Truth or Dare by Celia Rees

The Dark is Rising by Susan Cooper

Madame Doubtfire by Anne Fine

The Once and Future King by T. H White

Clockwork by Philip Pullman

Long Way Home by Michael Morpurgo

The Pig Heart Boy by M Blackman

The Crow Srarver by D.K Smith

The Knight and the Squire by Terry Jones

Swallows and Amazons by Arthur Ransome

The Illustrated Mum by Jaqueline Wilson

Troy by Adele Geras

The Power of Three by Diana Wynne Jones

The Song of the Lioness Quartet by Tamora Price

Beyond the Deepwoods by Paul Stewart and Chris Riddell

The Killer Underpants by Michael Lawrence

Indian in the Cupboard by Lynne Reid Banks

Totally Wicked by Paul Jennings

Blitzcat by Robert Westall

The Machine Gunners by Robert Westall

The Nancy Drew Series by Carolyn Keen

Feather Boy by Nicky Singer


Some other good writers of children's fiction are :

Joan Aiken
Alan Alhberg
Bernard Ashley
Tim Bowler
Nina Bawden
John Christopher
Robert Cormier
Gillian Cross 
Betsy Byars
Roald Dahl
Berlie Doherty
Andrew Davies
Nicholas Fisk
Judith Kerr
Jamila Gavin




French


There is a lot more emphasis on Grammar in Year Six, whilst, contemporaneously, the boys’ vocabulary will be considerably widened. The aim is to provide a solid base for the Letter Writing, Comprehension and Oral skills which will be developed in Year Seven.

They need to focus on vocabulary

Everything written in their Vocabulary Book (Tricolore Total; Units 1-10)

 Grammar:

Regular Verbs (-er, -re, -ir)
Adjectives (Regular and Irregular)
Possessives (mon, ma ,mes etc)
Negatives
Comparatives
‘Avoir’ Expressions
Reflexive Verbs
Some Irregular Verbs



Teacher’s Advice

Learn as much vocabulary as you possibly can. Don’t try to learn large amounts in one go!  A little, often, is the best way!
You need to know the basic grammar. A good knowledge of this will be taken for granted in Year Seven.
There is a lot more learning involved in Year Six and regular revision is beneficial.
 Resources

Tricolore Total Book One
Useful Web Sites

http://www.quia.com/shared/French

http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages/gcsebitesize/french

http://www.languagesonline.org.uk

http://www.verb2verbe.com/francais/default.aspx


Geography


The programme of study for Year 6 Geography is designed to bring the real world into the classroom as much as possible by investigating a range of topics and issues drawn from the following: Weather and Climate; Settlement; Coasts and The Home Region. 

The aim is to develop the following key stage targets:

a better understanding of geographical processes;

a better sense of place;

balanced viewpoints on a variety of current issues such as urban redevelopment;

skills of data presentation and analysis through the use of written prose, annotated diagrams, sketches, graphs, photographs and maps;

improvement in their map reading skills, particularly their ability to use four and six figure grid references, and the identification of physical features on maps using contour lines;

improvement in the presentation of their written assignments.

The boys are encouraged to investigate current issues relating to the topics by regularly reading the broadsheet newspapers and following the news on television and radio.  Parents can actively encourage their children to follow current events.  The boys are encouraged to bring relevant materials into school to form part of a display on a topic of study or to stimulate further class discussion. Video clips, images, animations and recent newspaper articles are frequently used to give the subject as much relevance to their lives as possible.

The boys will also be involved in a field studies investigation of the local area to identify function and land use, and to attempt to place Hampstead within the functional hierarchy of London.

Here are some websites your son may wish to look at to get a flavour of the year ahead:

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/whatisweather/

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/riversandcoasts/

http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/Geography.htm

http://mapzone.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapzone/

History


The programme of study for Year 6 is designed to inspire the boys to think actively about history, with a view to enhancing their understanding of the present.  The boys continue to study the Middle Ages, beginning with the reign of King John.  By the end of Year 6, they will be in a strong position to start looking at material for Common Entrance, which begins with the War of the Roses. 

The aim is to treat both the learning of facts and the acquiring of skills as vital.  The past has to be pieced together rather like working on a jigsaw puzzle. As the boys watch the jigsaw take shape, it is explained that some of the pieces are more reliable or useful than others.  The boys are also made aware that by no means are all the pieces available to historians. The past is presented as a tantalizingly incomplete picture, which can be looked at in a variety of different ways.

The boys are introduced to a variety of different types of sources, both primary and secondary.  The boys are encouraged not only to make judgements from the data presented but also to express their own feelings and values.  The important historical skills of comprehension, interpretation of author attitude, cross-referencing, interpretation and integration of knowledge and evidence to argue a case, will be developed and assessed. 

You may find the following websites helpful:

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/middle_ages/
http://www.horriblehistoriesworld.co.uk/ParentsAccount/Register (Requires registration)
http://www.museumoflondon.org.uk/London-Wall/Whats-on/Galleries/medieval/Games/Apprentice.htm
http://www.bayeuxtapestry.org.uk/BayeuxContents.htm

Exhibitions

Visiting any of the following museums, will aid your son’s understanding of the period:

The Jewish Museum, Camden http://www.jewishmuseum.org.uk/ 
The British Museum http://www.britishmuseum.org/explore/world_cultures/europe/medieval_europe.aspx See especially the ‘Treasures of Heaven’ exhibition. The website supporting this exhibition is itself worth exploring. http://www.britishmuseum.org/whats_on/exhibitions/treasures_of_heaven.aspx 
The Museum of London http://www.museumoflondon.org.uk/London-Wall/Whats-on/Galleries/medieval/

Latin


Common Entrance

The Common Entrance exam at the end of Year 8 is heavily grammar-orientated and, accordingly, most of the course is linguistically based.

In Year 6, the grammar covered comprises:

the verb endings for the present, imperfect and perfect tenses of the 4 conjugations;
the functions of, and endings for, the noun cases;
prepositions.

These are taught and practised through oral and written translation, both Latin to English and vice versa, using the course books So you really want to Learn Latin, Prep Book 1 and Ab Initio plus prepared worksheets.

The course also aims to stimulate an interest in the similarities and differences between Latin and English as well as other languages, both in terms of vocabulary and syntax.  In addition, there will be an introduction to aspects of Roman life.



What is needed in revision for the Year 6 exam:

all vocabulary in boxes at the end of each chapter;
functions of cases;
rules for prepositions.

Teacher’s advice

When learning vocabulary, try to form a ‘link’ between the Latin word and its English meaning, to help you remember it, e.g. an English derivation.

A firm grasp of grammar at this stage will be of paramount importance in Years 7 and 8. When learning verb and noun endings, look for patterns as far as possible.

In addition to the weekly written homework, there will also be ‘learning homework’ set on other days so that boys can commit to memory this basic vocabulary and grammar that is the cornerstone for later learning.

Here are some useful websites to give you some ideas or, indeed, to bring back fond memories of Latin in your youth:

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/latin/beginners/tutorial/default.htm

http://golondon.about.com/od/museumoflondon/ig/Museum-of-London--Roman-London/ 
- a permanent exhibition at the Museum of London.

http://www.stalbansmuseums.org.uk/Sites/Verulamium-Museum 
- museum just outside St Alban’s with parts of the exhibition dotted around the neighbouring park!



Mathematics


The Year 6 Mathematics course is necessarily more demanding than that of Year 5.  Whilst the emphasis in the early years at St. Anthony’s is on mastery and use of basic number, Years 6 to 8 concentrate on formal arithmetic, algebra and geometry, with the emphasis shifting to the use and application of maths.

The course in Year 6 adds to the work on fractions, decimals and percentages. Pupils will learn to add, subtract, multiply and divide all types of number including positives and negatives. The geometry work becomes more formal, with the need for the pupil to demonstrate quite sophisticated reasoning. 

Pupils need to develop the ability to set out their working clearly so that it may easily be understood by a third party. Different destination schools test the same content in varying ways. To give our pupils experience of that breadth, we often use questions from past papers set by other schools. Some of you may be surprised by the challenging level of problem solving required, however, this is the high standard that our pupils have to attain.

Should a pupil be experiencing any problems, Catherine will be available to help them at lunchtimes for Maths Clinic.

The end-of-year exam papers are based on the Common Entrance papers. Paper 1, tests basic Maths skills whilst Paper 2 involves more challenging questions. Pupils in either set who achieve 55% in Paper 1 will be adjudged to have completed the year successfully. 

Some useful websites include:

http://www.mathsonline.org/

http://www.coolmath.com/

http://www.bbc.co.uk/skillswise/
http://www.iseb.co.uk/PDF/Syllabus_CE_Mathematics.pdf - 11+ syllabus

Mathematics topics covered in Year 6 (not in any particular order):

Number

Whole number arithmetic;
Decimal arithmetic;
Order of operations;
Directed numbers;
Fractions;
Percentages;
Estimation;
Proportion;
Number work;
Ratio and proportion;

Shape, Space and Measures

Angles;
Transformations;
Perimeter, Area & Volume;
Metric & Imperial measures;
Words associated with circles.

Handling Data

Tally and frequency tables;
Bar/frequency charts;
Line graphs;
Scatter graphs;
Pie charts;
Measures of data;
Probability.


For Highgate, City and UCS examinations, please see the relevant sections at the end of this booklet.

Religious Education


This subject begins with an overview of Christianity, and an investigation of the differences and similarities between Roman Catholics and other Christian denominations.  The boys then learn about the life of Jesus, focusing on his own background and teachings and the influence he had on society during his lifetime.  The foundations of the Catholic Church are studied, and students begin to consider what it means to be a member of the Catholic family today.  The work of the apostles is compared with modern day missionaries and charity workers.

Throughout the year, students will consider not only the Catholic perspective on issues, but also those of other faiths.  In Term 2, they will undertake a research task which investigates the history, symbols, prophets and messages of a number of ‘World Religions’.  The boys will also study Hinduism for half a term.

Students will help to prepare a Year 6 led Mass, and boys from Year 6 will play a crucial role in delivering readings, serving on the Altar and otherwise assisting throughout the service. 

Religious Education is a subject with strong cross-curricular links to a number of other disciplines. At times, the work will correlate with the investigation of the role of the Church in Medieval England - which the boys will be studying in their History lessons.  Essay writing, public speaking and debating skills - a focus of the boys’ English lessons - will be further utilised and developed in Religious Education.  Students will be encouraged to consider a range of issues and ideas, and should feel confident in openly discussing different ideas with their classmates.   

During the summer, you might like to take for your son to visit places of Worship or other religious centres, such as the Hindu Temple in Neasden (http://www.mandir.org/).    

The Newsround website is also a good source for understanding religious issues, particularly religious conflict. 
(Here is the Newsround guide to Divali by way of example: http://news.bbc.co.uk/cbbcnews/hi/find_out/guides/uk/religious_festivals/newsid_1654000/1654973.stm .)

Other useful websites:

http://video.iactiv8.com/ A wide range of videos and podcasts produced by Catholics for young people.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/
http://www.tere.org/index.php?id=104 This Roman Catholic websites contains, amongst much other useful material, some revision games.
http://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/visiting/floorplans/level-2/room-66 The National Gallery is well worth visiting, and the website also includes some interesting information about important religious works of art. 
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/_INDEX.HTM The Catechism of the Catholic Church, included on the Vatican website. 















Science


The Year 6, Science course is based on the ISEB syllabus. This is the syllabus that is used by Common Entrance, and other entrance exams. It provides an interesting and varied programme of study covering Biology, Chemistry and Physics topics, throughout the year. We focus on investigation and observation skills in practical work, as well as the interpretation and presentation of data.  Boys will also develop problem-solving and analytical skills.

The course aims to provide a sound understanding in all topics covered using a variety of stimulating and challenging activities.

Your son will be given a textbook, as well as printed notes to put in his exercise book.  During the course of the year, he will be given a copy of the CGP Revision Guide (Science Key Stage Three).  All these resources should be used for reference and revision.

You can help at home by encouraging discussion of what has been studied in Science.  Ask your son to ‘bounce’ ideas off you, as this will help develop his understanding and ability to articulate thoughts.  If there are any problems with homework, please encourage the use of reference sources and creative thinking. An intelligent attempt at an answer, even if it is incorrect, is of more value than a blank space.

The following websites may be useful for revision, reinforcement and extension of knowledge:

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/ks3bitesize/ Revision and Activities on the following topics:
Organisms, Behaviour and Health.
Cells to systems; Variation and Classification; Life Processes (partly relevant);
Chemical and Material Behaviour.
The Particle Model; Behaviour of Matter; Acids, Bases and Metals;  pH experiment;
Energy, Electricity and Forces.
Forces; Electric Current and Voltage; Magnets.

http://www.ndt-ed.org/EducationResources/HighSchool/Magnetism/magnetismintro.htm - an introduction to magnetism

http://www.stmary.ws/highschool/Physics/home/notes/electricity/magnetism/intro/MagneticFields.htm - an interactive site with electricity and magnetism activities

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/ks2bitesize/science/living_things/life_cycles/play.shtml

http://falconsscience.wordpress.com/ - Falcons Girls Science blog, with wealth of background materials
Visits to The Science Museum, The Natural History Museum etc. are always interesting ways to supplement the work that is done at school.


Science topics covered in year 6 (not in order)

Biology – life processes and living things

Cells and cell function

Know that animal and plant cells form tissues and that tissues form organs;
Successfully use a microscope and be able to name its main parts;
Successfully prepare a stained slide;
Recall the main parts and functions of a cell. 
That the nucleus contains genes that control protein production.  Genes are made of DNA;
Adaptation of cells to their functions.

Green plants as organisms

Process of photosynthesis;
Word equation for photosynthesis.


Variation, classification and inheritance

Environmental and inherited variation within a species;
Classifying living things into the major taxonomic groups.  Using a simple key to identify specimens, both plants and animals;
Organisms can be put into groups.  Plants, animals, bacteria, fungi, one celled organisms.

Chemistry – materials and their properties

Classifying materials

Basic laboratory skills, safety procedures, use of Bunsen burners;
Characterising materials by melting point, boiling point, density.  Differences between solids, liquids, gases.  Measuring density of solids and liquids.  Use of displacement to measure volume of irregular solids;
Particle theory of matter, how it can be used to explain the properties of solids, liquids and gases.  Changes of state.  Simple model in terms of arrangement and movement of particles;
Mixtures are composed of constituents that are not combined. Simple ways to separate mixtures – evaporation, distillation, chromatography, filtration.  Definition of a mixture.
Changing materials

Physical changes.  Changes of state, forming solutions.  Terms dissolving, solution, solvent, solute, insoluble. Conservation of mass;
Water as a solvent, the water cycle.  Ethanol, propanone as alternative solvents
Tests for water vapour – anhydrous copper sulphate, cobalt chloride paper, Differences between tap, sea and distilled water;
Understanding of terms melting, freezing, boiling, condensing, evaporation, sublimation.  Different substances melt/boil at different temperatures.

Patterns of behaviour

Use of pH scale, use of indicators. Terms acid, base, alkali;
Salt formation and everyday examples of neutralisation.  Agricultural use of lime, indigestion remedies;
Measurement of mass, volume, density of solids and liquids.





Physics – Physical Processes 

Electricity and magnetism

Circuits using cells, lamps, switches, resistors, variable resistors, LDR, LED, motors, buzzers, fuses, and/or circuits; Truth tables.  Series and parallel circuits
Current is a flow of charge through a conductor;
Magnetic fields exist around magnets.  Like poles repel, unlike poles attract.  Use of terms North-seeking and South-seeking poles;
Earth’s magnetic field is approximately north/south.  A freely suspended bar magnet will align itself pointing north/south. Field lines should have arrow pointing away from north-seeking pole;
Describe how magnetic field can be shown using iron filings around a magnet.

Forces

Speed is measured by distance/time. Weight due to gravity;
Types of force include magnetic, gravitation, spring/strain, electric, friction/air resistance, impact.  Use of a spring balance to measure force in Newtons.


Forces

How forces effect an object, forces can act in different directions. Balanced forces cause no change in the movement of an object;  
Pairs of forces. Experiments with springs and extension;
The ways that friction can affect motion e.g.: air resistance, braking.

Light and sound

Light comes from a luminous source, travels in straight lines at a finite speed. Some materials will not allow light to pass through them.  Formation of shadows. Reflection, mirrors, periscopes, scattering of light;
The effects of coloured filters and how different coloured objects look different in different colours of light;
Sound is caused by vibration, transmission of sound.




City of London School

As of September 2011, City of London School has changed its entry procedures. The new system will involve exams in English, Mathematics and Reasoning in the January of Year 6. The English and Mathematics curricula in Year 6 have been designed to cater for this change, with provision incorporated into the Year 5 Scheme of Work and the Scheme for the Christmas term of Year 6.

The boys will be provided with some practice papers in English and Mathematics to do over the summer holidays to give them an idea of the level that will be required in January of Year 6.

In addition to this, the boys will receive Reasoning practice in the Christmas term of Year 6 and throughout the year. We would recommend that parents wishing to enter their sons for City should have a look at the following websites for some ‘light’ reasoning practice over the summer holidays:

www.chalkboardlearning.com  - requires registration, but has a huge bank of questions with adaptive questioning.
www.11plusswot.co.uk  - contains some sample downloadable papers 
www.athey-educational.co.uk/noaccess/mult1x.htm - a practice test to do online.

www.elevenplusexams.co.uk/  - although specifically for Eleven Plus entry to Grammar schools, there are some useful questions here.

Verbal and non-verbal reasoning books are also available in most bookshops. Ones that look particularly useful are:

Letts 11+ Practice Papers Verbal Reasoning		
ISBN 9781844192489
£9.99

Non- Verbal Reasoning	
ISBN 9781844192496	
£9.99

These come in packs of 4 different tests.

Also available from Galore Park (www.galorepark.co.uk) are:

How To Do Non-Verbal Reasoning	
ISBN 9781873385241	
£5.99

How To Do Verbal Reasoning	
ISBN 9781873385296	
£5.99

Verbal Reasoning 11+ Bk 1		
ISBN 9781873385258	£5.99

Non-Verbal Reasoning 11+ Bk 1	
ISBN 9781873385302	£5.99

There are also further tests available from this publisher. 

Please note that the deadline for applications to City of London School is November 2011.

Highgate School and UCS

As of September 2011, Highgate has changed its entry procedures. Candidates for Highgate school will be taking exams in English, Maths and Reasoning in September of Year 7. Candidates for UCS will be taking examinations in the same subjects in October. The English and Maths curricula have been fine-tuned with this in mind, with specific preparation given to the boys concerned in the latter half of the summer term in Year 6, as well as the opening weeks of Year 7. 

Please note, as mentioned in respect of City above, the boys will be receiving reasoning practice in the Christmas term in Year 6 and throughout the rest of the year on a regular basis.

This preparation will involve looking at sample papers and ensuring all the necessary material has been covered.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
HIGHGATE and UCS WEBSITE ON ADMISSIONS

http://www.highgateschool.org.uk/admissions/general-information

http://www.ucs.org.uk/senior-school/admission.html
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