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Introduction

This curriculum booklet is intended to provide a basic overview of the material that your son will be covering during the next academic year, as well as some suggestions for ways that you can help to encourage his progress. The St. Anthony’s curriculum is underpinned by the requirements of the Independent Schools Examination Board. 
http://www.iseb.co.uk/
It aims to develop knowledge and skills that will equip your son to tackle successfully, the range of entrance exams that he will encounter and ultimately to progress confidently to his secondary school. At the same time, it is our aim to offer breadth and variety of experience, so that each pupil can explore their individual potential.
In Year Five, the curriculum builds on the work done in the Junior House. We encourage pupils to take increasing responsibility for their learning and we provide support to help them achieve this. They will begin to learn exam preparation skills and will have several opportunities to put their skills into practice.
The work that we do at school can be enhanced considerably by support at home. Homework is set every night and your son should be encouraged to build it into his daily routine. It helps to have a quiet desk to work at, free from distractions. Parents can actively support by: encouraging their sons, asking them about their work and getting them to talk about it, helping them to learn information and by assisting them in organising themselves. The Homework Diary is a useful means of communication between home and school.
If you have any questions about the curriculum, or the progress of your son, please do not hesitate to speak, in the first instance, to your son’s Form Teacher.

Art
In Year 5, we will explore primary, secondary and tertiary colours and study the methods in which artists including Claude Monet, Georges Seurat and Van Gogh have applied paint.
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The boys will investigate and experiment with a variety of mark making techniques and they will compose their own paintings. We will explore patterns in nature and how these have influenced the work of artists/architects such as, Antoni Gaudi; and, in response, the boys will produce their own collage and mosaic work. During the year, Year Five will also create a scene through a porthole to strengthen their understanding of space and scale; and, they will develop their observational skills through still life drawing.
Design and Technology
In Design and Technology, the boys will have the opportunity to design and make both a board game and a ‘Marble Run’. The final topic will involve the boys exploring structures, in particular bridge design.
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English
The English curriculum in Year 5 is not markedly different from that in Year 4 in terms of content. The intention is to provide continuity and progression. However, there are one or two areas in which the emphasis changes. Literature is more central to the course. The boys will read up to eight set novels during the year. They will not be “studied” as such. Rather, they will be used to illustrate various aspects of the course, to act as a springboard for creative writing, to explore aspects and techniques of literature and to give them a taste of varied genres. 
One area in which Year 5 does represent a significant change, is with regard to our expectations of pupils’ independence. Of course we realise that this does not occur overnight. We expect pupils to be rigorous in the evaluation of their own work. They should be proof-reading their written work as a matter of course. Rather than blanket evaluations, such as ‘I’m good/not good at English’, pupils should be developing a more precise understanding of what their weaknesses are and of how, in practical terms, they can begin to make progress.  

Creative writing is another key aspect of the course. The boys are encouraged to think carefully about their writing. They are given a lot of guidance with, for example, teacher led discussion. They are encouraged to express their opinions clearly and confidently. We try to encourage 'genuine' writing based on their own experiences and feelings. We do not give artificial templates to be slavishly adhered to. Young children need to experiment with writing and language. They will write a range of compositions for a variety of audiences, for example, dialogues, short stories, a story from a different culture, a creation story, a diary and other types of writing. They will be given the opportunity for role play in their work, writing from different points of view.

Comprehension work is clearly important. They will do some formal comprehension passages but the skills required can be developed in a range of ways, for example, in discussions of the set novels. They will write reports, learn to summarise, evaluate written texts and be given other tasks which will encourage them to think about what they have read. 

There will be formal teaching of punctuation, and spelling will be taught every week. Aspects of grammar will be revisited, and some new areas taught. Spelling, grammar and punctuation will be corrected in accordance with the school's marking policy. 

The boys will be given plenty of opportunities to speak in class and will be encouraged to listen carefully and to respond constructively to the opinions of others. They will often read their work to the rest of the class which frequently leads to interesting and fruitful discussion.
Reading list
In preparation for their time in Year 5, Claire has put together a comprehensive reading list of books that your sons may find interesting. (Please refer to this separate document, already provided by Claire.)
Brendan’s Recommended Poetry Anthologies

· The Rattlebag by Ted Hughes and Seamus Heaney (Faber and Faber) (Y7 & 8)
· The Dragon Book of Verse: edited by Michael Harrison and Christopher Stuart-Clark (OUP)  (Y7 & 8)
· Poems 2: edited by Julia Markus and Paul Jordan (Longman) (Y7 & 8)
· The Oxford Treasury of Classic Poems: edited by Michael Harrison and Christopher Stuart-Clark (OUP) (All Years)
· Poems from Other Centuries: edited by Adrian Tissier (Longman)

· The Puffin Book of Twentieth Century Children's Verse: edited by Brian Patten (Puffin) (Will have some useful material for Years 5/6) 
· Puffin Book of Classic Verse: edited by Raymond Wilson (Puffin) (All ages, with some poems for 5/6) 
· A Puffin Book of Verse: edited by Eleanor Graham

·  I Like this Poem - A collection of poems chosen by children for children : edited by Kaye Webb (Puffin) (All ages)
· The Poetry Book: edited by Fiona Walters Dolphin Books (All ages) 
· Read Me A Poem a Day for the National Year of Reading: Chosen by Gaby Morgan (Macmillan Children's Books) (All ages)
· Poems for over ten year olds: chosen by Kit Wright (Puffin.) (All ages) 
(For guidance on City of London examinations, please see the relevant section at the end of this booklet.)

French
· In class, the emphasis is on listening and speaking with a fair amount of reading recognition.  
· Writing is confined initially to copywriting tasks, however, there is an expectation of accuracy and an understanding of simple grammar. Gradually, the tasks become more demanding but always building on development of class practice. 

· In class, the pace is age appropriate, with plenty of opportunities for repetition and practice throughout various activities: role-play; drama; games and ICT.
· The written assessment in November and exam in May will test: vocabulary learning; spelling in French; grammar and comprehension.

ICT French 

These websites are used to give pupils extensive practice working at their own pace:
www.languagesonline.org.uk
www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryfrench
www.quia.com/shared/french
Teacher’s Advice 

· Boys should learn and practise the language on a frequent basis – a little regular revision is better than doing a lot in one go.

· Boys should be organised in class (always having the correct books on tables, ready for the lesson).
Pupils are given these resources:

· Equipe (textbook);
· ‘Phrases Utiles’ Booklets 1 & 2;
· Cahier Rouge.
Geography
The programme of study for Year 5 is intended to give children the opportunity to investigate people, places and environments by studying a range of topics and issues drawn from the following: Continents of the World; maps and atlases; life in India; sustainability and world resources.

The aim is to give pupils the opportunities to:


· Undertake studies that focus on geographical questions, e.g. What is it? Where is it? What is it like? How did it get like this?  How and why is it changing?
· Develop the ability to recognise patterns, e.g.  variations in rainfall between places and to apply their knowledge and understanding to explain them.
· Be aware of how places fit into a wider geographical context, e.g. links within a town.
· Learn to analyse data, make decisions and evaluate information, ideas and opinions.
The boys are encouraged to 'keep in touch' with current issues relating to the topics by reading, on a regular basis, the broadsheet newspapers and listening to the news, both on the television and the radio. Videos, newspaper articles and the internet are often used to give the subject as much relevance to their lives as possible.
Here are some websites your son may wish to look at to get a flavour of the year ahead:

http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/Geography.htm
http://mapzone.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapzone/
http://www.actionaid.org.uk/102778/chembakolli_slideshows.html
http://www.everyjourneymatters.co.uk/Default.aspx?PageID=18
History

The programme of study for Year 5 History is designed to inspire the boys to question and think actively about history with a view to enhancing their understanding of the present.  The period of time to be studied will be The Norman Conquest: 1066-1300.

The aim is to treat both the learning of facts and the acquiring of skills as vital.  The past has to be pieced together as if they were working on a jigsaw puzzle. As the jigsaw puzzle takes shape, it is discovered that some of the pieces are more reliable or helpful than others. The past is displayed as a tantalizingly incomplete picture, which can be looked at in many ways. The boys are introduced to a variety of types of sources both primary and secondary. They are required to select and organise information to produce structured work, making appropriate use of dates and terms. They are encouraged to draw conclusions from the data presented as well as to make use of their own feelings and opinions. 

Some Useful Websites
http://primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/bt/index.htm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/normans/bayeux_tapestry_gallery.shtml
ICT

In Information Communication Technology (ICT) the boys will be given the opportunity to work with PCs. Throughout the course of the year the boys will be taught a range of programmes to help build and strengthen their ICT knowledge.

The topics covered in Year 5 will be drawn from:

· Analysing data and asking questions;
· Word Processing – using Microsoft Word;
· Spreadsheets- using Microsoft Excel;
· Collecting and presenting information;
· Controlling devices.
During Year 5, the children will begin to use a wider range of ICT tools and information sources to support their work in other subjects.  They will develop their research skills and decide what information is appropriate for their work.  They will have opportunities to learn how to amend their work and present it in a way that suits the intended audience.
Mathematics

St Anthony’s setting philosophy is different.

The setting arrangements at St. Anthony’s differ markedly from most models operating in state schools. It is vital that the boys are taught the same programme of study so that they are fully prepared for Year 6 and possible entrance examinations.  What differs between the two sets is the way they are taught and the depth to which they go. The lower set, taught by Kere, usually needs constant reinforcement, proceeding in small increments.  The upper set, taught by Catherine, can work through material in a more linear fashion, tackling more difficult examples of the same work, often beyond the requirements of Common Entrance. There is continual assessment of pupils, each of whom is discussed on a regular basis.  If it is felt that a pupil is in the wrong set, then this will be discussed with you before any action is taken.  Similarly, if you have any concerns regarding the set your son is in, then please contact us. Throughout the Senior House, the sets sit common end-of-year exams and are expected to achieve the benchmark figure of 55%.

Textbooks, paper and files

We have yet to find a textbook that covers the breadth and depth demanded of our pupils. We do use the ST (P) series, but also produce many of our own resources.  It is important that your son copies down examples neatly, as he will be expected to revise from his exercise book for tests and assessments.  A list of topics, to be tested, and practice papers will be issued closer to assessment and exam dates.

Homework

Homework is not intended to be a form of torture and, if this is the case at home, then please let us know. It should last for about 40 minutes and should be completed neatly and with full working shown.  If your son is about to struggle on beyond this time, then please stop him and write a note at the end.  It is important that homework is completed in a distraction free environment and in the time allocated, as will be the case at Common Entrance.   If you help your son with a problem, it would be helpful to us if you would write a ringed “H” alongside. Homework may vary in content but will normally not contain material that has not already been covered in classes, despite what your son may tell you to the contrary!

Calculators

If calculators are needed in class, they will be provided. The Mathematics Department will provide boys with calculators in Year 7, as until then they are not really required.  We feel that arithmetic skills are hampered if a calculator is readily available.

The move to the Senior House

Your son will notice the changes involved when moving to the Senior House and so will you. In the Junior House, the emphasis in Mathematics is very much on getting the very basics up to a high standard, particularly basic number skills such as knowledge of times tables (×/÷) and number bonds (+/-).  It is vital that your son is very good in these areas or he will find it a struggle as we move on. The pace increases in the Senior House, as does the difficulty.  However, provided that your son asks for help when the going gets tough, then we should manage. Year 5 class teachers are available to help students before or after school and Catherine will be running a maths clinic at lunchtimes for pupils requiring help.  If your son is absent and misses work, then he ought to find what work he has missed and, if necessary, make an appointment to go through new concepts. If you would like to speak to your son’s teacher, contact can be made by telephone, usually leaving a message with Ginny.

Some helpful maths websites include:
http://www.multiplication.com/
http://www.coolmath.com/ - lots of games, problems and puzzles

http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/maths/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/skillswise/
(For City of London examinations, please see the relevant section at the end of this booklet.)
Religious Education

In Year 5, the boys begin using “The Way, the Truth and the Life” series.  This series of books is in use in many Catholic schools in the Diocese of Westminster, and is used at St. Anthony’s from Year 5 to Year 8.  These books form the basis of the syllabus, which draws from current experience, scripture and other faiths, to enable the children to develop a spiritual dimension to their thinking.  The topics for this year are:

Term 1
The Word of God;

The Bible;

Revelation/Interpretation.
Term 2
God’s Call;



Prayer;



Annunciation/Mary.
Term 3
Sacraments;


Initiation;



Ministry and Healing.

The PSHE (Personal Social and Health Education) syllabus encourages the children to take increasing responsibility for themselves and their actions.  They are encouraged to think for themselves and draw on personal thoughts, feelings and ideas.  Circle Time is often used to explore issues in PSHE because it enables the children to talk and listen in a disciplined yet informal setting.  
The topics this year will be drawn from:

· Self-esteem;

· Friendship;
· Healthy eating;

· Bullying;

· Making decisions.

Science

The topic list below shows the areas that will be studied during the year:

· Measurement;

· Dissolving;

· Properties of materials;

· Earth and Space;

· Changing materials;

· Keeping Healthy;

· Life cycles.

The boys will use a variety of resources including ‘Science @ School’ as a reference resource, as well as photocopied resource sheets.

In Year 5, we will focus on experimental and investigative work.  This will include making and recording observations and measurements; drawing conclusions from these observations and measurements and suggesting explanations in terms of scientific knowledge and understanding. Presentation of work is also important. We aim for the boys to obtain a sound knowledge of the topics mentioned above in preparation for the Common Entrance syllabus which they begin in Year 6.

Work in Year 5 Science offers opportunities for relating understanding of Science to everyday contexts.  It is the aim of the course that each boy will develop an interest in and enthusiasm for the subject that will continue in later years.  Parents can support this approach by encouraging an interest in Science at home, so that the boys can see that Science is an important facet of life.

City of London School
As of September 2011, City of London School has changed its entry procedures. The new system will involve exams in English, Maths and Reasoning in the January of Year 6. The English and Maths curricula in Year 5 have been modified to cater for this change, with provision incorporated into the Year 5 Scheme of Work and the Scheme for the Christmas term of Year 6.

The boys will be provided with practice papers in English and Maths to do over the summer holidays preceding Year 6 (i.e. at the end of Year 5) and will be given information regarding reasoning test practice.

In addition to this, the boys will receive Reasoning practice in the Christmas term of Year 6 and throughout year 5. City have provided advice to all feeder schools and updated their website accordingly. 
http://www.clsb.org.uk/admissions/
St. Anthony’s has considerable experience in preparing pupils for entry to the other schools which have traditionally assessed in Year 6, such as Westminster, Eton College and St. Paul’s.

Admission Websites of Most Frequently Discussed Target Schools
http://www.aldenham.com/publish/senior/
http://www.college.ampleforth.org.uk/admissions/admissions-procedures/
http://www.bedales.org.uk/why-bedales.html
http://www.brightoncollege.org.uk/admissions.asp
http://www.cvms.co.uk/default.aspx?id=357  

(Cardinal Vaughan)
http://www.charterhouse.org.uk/admissions/admissionsintroduction.aspx
http://www.clsb.org.uk/admissions/ (City of London)
http://www.downside.co.uk/School/admissions/admissions_process.html
http://www.dulwich.org.uk/Document_1.aspx?id=1:29017
http://www.etoncollege.com/registration.aspx
http://www.habsboys.org.uk/#
http://www.harrowschool.org.uk/1563/admissions/
http://www.highgateschool.org.uk/admissions/general-information
http://www.kcs.org.uk/node/254
http://www.london-oratory.org/tlos/htdocs/content.asp?cat=8
http://www.marlboroughcollege.org/col_admissions_policy.aspx
http://www.millhill.org.uk/admissions/
http://www.portland-place.co.uk/home/default.aspx?title=welcome&pageid={f9ad87b4-2f14-4e18-9555-5a40b78a881d}
http://www.oratory.co.uk/  (Reading)

http://www.sevenoaksschool.org/admissions-landing
http://www.stbenedicts.org.uk/?page_id=10   (St. Benedict’s Ealing)
http://www.stchris.co.uk/cms/index.php/home/admissions     (St. Christopher’s Letchworth)

http://www.stcolumbascollege.org/admissions.html  (St. Albans)
http://www.stpaulsschool.org.uk/admissions
http://www.stonyhurst.ac.uk/page/?title=Admissions&pid=33
http://www.ucs.org.uk/admissions.html
http://www.wellingtoncollege.org.uk/applying-to-wellington
http://www.westminster.org.uk/admissions.html
http://www.winchestercollege.org/admissions
http://www.worthschool.org.uk/page.php?pid=101
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